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White, Leonard 
The Republican Era: 1869-1901 
Macmillan. Mar. 25,1958. 406p. $6.00. 


The academic world suffered great loss with the re- 
cent death Doctor White. His three great studies 

erican political party history (The Federalists, The 
Jeffersonians, The Jacksonians) are remarkable contri- 
butions area writing which seldom marked 
scholarly objectivity. The Republican Era con- 
tinuance this fine tradition. the story the 


Republican Party’s rise power throughout the Civil 
War, Reconstruction, and Populist years analysis 
the political and governmental vehicles used the 
Republicans. brief the story the rise big 
government the United States—so big, fact, that 
became too big for the Republic and had turned 
toward the management Empire. 

The Republican party began with simple but strong 
platform 1854—an opposition slavery. The de- 
gree opposition was not too clearly defined. The 
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White Bowles Bolles 


adolescent years the party found strength remind- 
ing the American public victory the Civil War; 
but when this proved inadequate then the Repub- 
licans resorted the investiture paternalism poli- 
tics. part this development they created in- 
destructible schematic governmental departments, 
agencies, and bureaus which catered large groups 
Americans who were segregated for purposes receiv- 
ing governmental largesse. Industrialists, merchants, 
farmers, ranchers, financiers, industrial workers, 
Negroes, Westerners, Easterners, etc., infinitum were 
developed into network vested interests which were 
beholden beneficent group Republicans who con- 
trolled the Congress and dominated the Executive. 


The devices employed these tyrants were time- 
tested: machine politics, handouts, subsidies, grants, 
tariffs, currency manipulation, deficit spending, regula- 
tory laws, demagogic platforms, log-rolling, coercion, 
intimidation, and the deliberate and wilful conflict 
interests. The methods were successful that other 
parties became imitative. The net result was emas- 
culation traditional federalism. There was created 
imbalance power amongst the several branches 
national government, and between the States and the 
national government. There was imbalance the na- 
tional economy and frantic attempt alleviate the 
evils resorting alien methods and principles. 

This story told generally topical form Dr. White 
very calm and deliberative style. The story ends 
anticipatory vein which sets the stage for the 
emergence someone who would something about 
the new America—enter Theodore Roosevelt, would-be 
reformer extraordinary. Dr. White presents him with 
what might almost considered rambling political 
monolith, “business like” government, government 
business, and surging demand for reform produce 
changes preserve tendencies effected caused the 


Republican Era. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 
Bowles, Chester Ideas, People and Peace 


Harper. Mar. 151p. $1.25 (paperback); $3.50 
(clothbound). (I) 

Here refreshingly simple approach the vexing 
problem halting Communism’s advances across the 
world and convincing its troubled peoples that 
American foreign policy seeks only assure them 
bread, freedom and dignity. 

Chester Bowles brings his self-assigned task pro- 
viding clearly-defined formula guide our rather 
unsuccessful foreign policy solid background 
Federal administrator, UNESCO delegate, official, 
Connecticut governor, ambassador and “the American 
most widely known and respected” Asia. Before 
touching his recommendations, only proper 
concede that has grounds contend: that our 
foreign policy has failed earn “the respect and under- 
“impregnable military defense”; and shows few 
signs attaining “just and lasting” peace. His con- 
cise appraisal the “world situation” reviews our often 
conflicting and makeshift policies different parts 
the world; points Russia’s successful economic in- 


Best 


vasions Asia and Africa; and relates that the 
has devoted, since the end the Korean War, per. 
cent its national security budget meeting its 
tary objectives—yet the balance military power 
tilting toward Russia. 


Ideas, People and Peace shows how today’s 
masters have modified the harsh Stalin policies sey. 
eral vital areas, demonstrates the amazing success 
Japan’s land reform program and cites reasons why the 
new nations Asia are likely choose separate paths 
from those the nuclear giants, Russian and the 


U.S.A 


Holding out the hope that Russia might forced 
seek secure and meaningful peace should her policies 
fail gain dominance Asia, Africa and Latin Amer. 
ica, should relations with China deterioriate and should 
the demand for security and stability rise from the 
throats her new educated elite, suggests that the 
United States can gain unrivaled stature taking 
firm stand against colonialism through the medium 
the United Nations. Such policy, contends, 
“would receive enthusiastic support throughout Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. Western Europe 
many millions (would) applaud it.” 

also urges the seek through the 
solution the poverty the Middle Eeast ease 
stress and strain that explosive area. constructive 
non-military economic aid program such 
cates would cost less than one percent our annual 
national output and spur the cause peace, said, 
despite the fact that Russia already spending twice 
that much, not counting the vast expenditures she 
making China. 

warns that Formosa could “time bomb,” re- 
grets that the State Department will not allow 
men enter Red China that can learn true 
ditions there and calls India the key independent 
Asia, vital world peace. 

The author also urges greater remuneration for our 
ambassadors that well-qualified men who lack 
dependent means can fill our most sensitive diplomatic 
posts the uneasy world. 

All the American people need, says, establish 
lasting peace “leadership.” Mr. Bowles’ book rates 
four stars and almost mandatory for all thoughtful 


Thomas O’Leary, 
Main Line Times, 
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 
Bolles, Blair The Big Change Europe 


Norton. Mar. 24, 1958. 527p. $5.95. (Ila) 


Blair Bolles publicist who has set out write what 
describes “history our times” which nar- 
rowly delineated mean “since the election Eisen- 
hower (1952)” and particularly with the transforma- 
tion Europe since that date. The publisher’s blurb 
the jacket takes care Bolles’ reputation 
licist when Bolles compared favorably with John 
Gunther and Theodore White. Such accolade may 
make Mr. Bolles feel more important the National 
Press Club but placed this reviewer his 
The guard was unnecessary. Bolles obvious his 
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“history” his reporting. Perhaps this un- 
kind, however, because Bolles never seemed try 
hide his political inclinations. 


Bolles modern liberal domestic and foreign 
policy. admirer the welfare state with the 
large-scale intervention government the social, 
economic, and cultural life the people for purposes 
collective happiness; and admirer inter- 
foreign policy for purposes collective 
security the euphemistic State Containment, (or 
some vulgarian described it: The Cold War). 


Things are picking Europe, according Bolles, 
who describes Europe being divided into two parts: 
America-Europe and Russia-Europe. America-Europe 
that part which most influenced American cul- 
ture. American Culture? The accumulation elec- 
trical appliances and automobiles and other expensive 
and inexpensive gimcracks and fringe benefits the 
installment plan world where there are bill 
collectors, just American taxpayers. 


This theme continues throughout some the dullest 
prose which has been lot read long time. 
There are literally dozens vignettes the great, near- 
great modern Europe who are out politics. 
The good men are working destroy poverty and suf- 
fering and upper classes America and Europe. The 
bad men not understand the good men. Russia- 
Europe there apparently the same goal with few 
variations methods but through sheer force in- 
tellect they will see the wisdom and ask for American 
foreign aid and will have one, big, and happy world 
with nobody but the middle-classes. shudder 
predict that all this will probably win for Mr. Bolles 
the Pulitzer Prize and pocketful other awards and 
Nieman Fellowship Harvard. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D. 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Strategy and Compromise 
Little, Brown. Mar. 120p. $3.00. 


superb historian and talented writer, has revised 
and enlarged the two lectures gave the Univer- 
sity Oxford May 1957 American Contribu- 
tions the Strategy World War II. The lectures 
caused considerable furor for being outspoken criti- 
que and estimate the American strategy vis-a-vis that 
the British, particularly his frank criticism Sir 
Arthur Bryant’s pet plans. Eminently readable and 
wonderfully informing, this concise and clear 
statement the overall strategy the Allied Forces 
World War one can come upon. 


Soviet Progess vs. American Enterprise 
Doubleday. Mar. 13,1958. 126p. $2.00. (1) 


This transcript six addresses made experts 
before the 15th anniversary meeting the Committee 
for Economic Development, composed 150 men 
America’s business and university circles. The addresses 
are such experts Clarence Randall, special 
assistant the President; Edward Allen, chief 
Economic Research for CIA; Sterling Livingstone; 
Jerome Wiesner; Warren Eason; William Foster. 
Vice-president Nixon’s introductory remarks the 


Morison Soviet Progress vs. American Enterprise Dos Passos 


meeting, Foreword Gardner Cowles, Chairman 
the CED Information Committee, and 
Donald David, chairman the CED Board 
Trustees are included. All the speeches are informa- 
tive; and all stress the need for urgent and systematic 
work solve not only the problem national de- 
fense, but also economic, scientific and industrial 
advance bulwarks our culture and freedom. 


This book should studied every alert citizen and 
certainly college students. would wise for col- 
lege libraries and public libraries make several copies 
available and recommend its reading. 


Dos Passos, John The Great Days 
Sagamore. Mar. 17,1958. 312p. $4.50. 


Dos Passos tells the story down-and-out war cor- 
respondent, Roland Lancaster, who 
during interlude drinking and love Havana, 
tries rekindle both his youth and talents while re- 
calling the “great days” the past. Unable find 
editor who will finance him, with his entire bankroll 
his back pocket and “new girl,” thirty years younger 
than himself, his arm, sets himself determinedly 
for all-out fling. let down slowly during the 
few days recorded the novel. finds that his 
chance for selling big story evaporates, his money 
lifted pickpocket, and his girl becomes increas- 
ingly indifferent his attentions the Festival 
and assortment freak friends absorb 
er. 


Between details capricious gadding about, marathon 
drinking, weird rites, and cab-drivers, runs 
magnificent series flashbacks where, through cor- 
respondent’s eyes, the reader relives some recent his- 
tory’s most stirring moments: the Nuremberg trials with 
their gallery monsters; the stupendous feats supply 
our nation accomplished the Pacific; the fevered 
inner world Washington, haunted the specters 
dead president and shapeless future; the living hell 
gutted Berlin, Vienna, and Paris during the libera- 
tion; the bombardment Iwo Jima; the fear and ennui 
the steamy Pacific jungles. Threaded through 
these objective historic events the story “Ro” 
Lancaster’s own private life: his happy marriage and 
two sons, the premature death his wife from cancer, 
his intimate friendship with one Robert Thurloe. The 
latter plays the novel the role Secretary 
Defense and embarrassingly like James Forestall— 
deeply affected the moral problem atomic bom- 
bardment, finally driving himself insane trying halt 
the helter-skelter demobilization our own strength, 
ending with his tragic death-leap from hospital win- 
dow—that the identification must have been inten- 
tional. The reader may question the taste detailing 
the private life tragic figure, who doubly de- 
fenseless the face death and fiction. 

Readable though is, The Great Days disappoint- 
ingly inadequate when comes its very raison d’étre, 
that depicting the tragic flaw Lancaster’s char- 
acter. seen throughout the novel successful 
writer, mature husband, affectionate 
father, and loyal friend. This contrasted page 
page with the aged and morally irresponsible derelict 
has become. One wonders why his contemplated 
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Bakker Taylor 


suicide shark forestalled realization that far 
from despairing, possessed fierce will sur- 
vive, since simple remembrance great days cannot 
sustain him. The novel partly redeemed its vivid 
glimpses into the seamy side Cuban life well 
the sweeping insights into half-forgotten events 


World War II. 
Brother Gabriel, 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Bakker, Piet Ciske the Rat 


Translated Celina Wieniewska and Peter Janson-Smith. 
Doubleday. Mar. 26, 1958. 211p. $3.75. 

This remarkably perceptive book about Dutch 
schoolteacher and problem student called Ciske the 
Rat. one Europe’s best sellers, has been trans- 
lated into Danish, Swedish, German, and Italian before 
this translation appeared English. The film made 
this story was the first Dutch movies ever win 
prize the Venice Festival and holds also en- 
thusiastic recommendation from the International 
Catholic Film Commission. 

Francis Aloysius Gerard Freimuth the pupil whose 
pious Christian name almost the antithesis the 
name Ciske the Rat. The Catholic school had 
trouble with him and his transfer the school 
Maatsuyer, the headmaster, finds him planted among 
unsympathetic associates. Ciske tiny slender fel- 


low whose head does not even reach the children’s 
coat pegs but his eyes can become those wary, 
suspicious wild animal defends himself 


classroom adversaries. Dukus van den Berg looks 
upon Ciske almost leper; Charlie Kerk the first 
one experience the impetuosity the taciturn Rat. 
Sullen, complex, sensitive, lad boundless vitality, 
Ciske becomes challenge for Bruis, the teacher who 
narrates the story. There reason for sympathy and 
compassion for this problem boy Bruis sees 
and instantly dislikes the blowzy overdressed woman 
who his mother. Her visit the school grant 
permission the new master thrash her son often 
Bruis likes and rationalize her own behavior with 
regard his education. She accuses Ciske’s father 
leaving her cope with four children and support 
them barmaid. The father’s story does not agree 
all with that the callous Mrs. Freimuth. had 
been stoker coal freighter ten months sea and 
just one week home and Ciske was the first child 
this vulgar night club entertainer whom soon 
learned hate deeply. Some this hate and distrust 
invades the personality the child and makes him all 
the more suspicious and sullen. 

Bruis confronts the challenge set this lad and his 
tragic family and struggles against the headmaster, 
Maatsuyker, have Ciske accepted his fellow stu- 
dents. The difficulties are many but some the pupils 
make the problems appear surmountable. Betty van 
Gemert the charming little girl whose stupidity 
monumental but whose willingness cooperate 
acclimating the new arrival makes everyone love her 
all the more. Surely the headmaster help all 
because Bruis convinced that “it would easier for 
hippopotamus repair wrist watch than for this 
professional lion tamer Maatsuyer tame the Rat.” 


Best SELLERs 


Piet Bakker writes concise sentences and his aware. 
ness sensory detail magnificent. unpleasant 
smell combination cheap face-powder and 
bage and “in this mixture smells could not thrive 
either bodily spiritually. The nose, too, must 
organ the soul. One can detect more with than 
merely material things. could smell the presence 
abominable woman.” Ciske’s dowdy mother 
dressed, with little hat, “overloaded with flowers and 
cheap yellowish fox fur.” Sights, smells, sounds— 
all are experienced very vital way and 
cated realistically the reader. 


This extraordinary little work filled with wonder. 
ful experiences children maturing into adolescence 
author whose compassion and understanding are 


bottomless. 
Thomas Wassmer, S.J., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Taylor, Robert Lewis 
The Travels Jaimie McPheeters 
Doubleday. Mar. 344p. $4.50. (IIb) 


The Travels Jaimie McPheeters tells the story 
father and son’s rush California The father, 
Sardius McPheeters (M.D., Univ. Edinburgh), 


doctor against his will and gambler when pocket. 


His thirteen-year-old son, Jaimie, tells the story, possibly 
the age sixteen, possibly much later. not 
clear what date the story supposed have been 
written. 


Dr. McPheeters and Jaimie fled cholera-beset 
ville, Kentucky, the pre-dawn hours spring day 
1849 escape from creditors and make gold 
strike. Mrs. McPheeters and two daughters, left be- 
hind, expected California within two years. 
The first hundred pages the novel recall Huckleberry 
Finn. the boat trip St. Louis, Jaimie salvages 
about $400.00 from dead man’s pocket, falls into the 
Mississippi, seizes floating tree and steers 
shore. Eventually falls into the hands three mur- 
dering highwaymen, (who have girl, Jennie, with 
them), and taken Pierre Chouteau’s trading post 
St. Louis. 


His captors walk into the trap Jaimie had set, but two 
escape. The third hanged sentence Judge 
Lynch. The Chouteaus send Jaimie and eighteen-year- 
old Jennie the Missouri Independence where they 
catch with Dr. McPheeters. 


The doctor, Jaimie and Jennie travel with ox-strong 
Mr. Kissel, his sickly wife, their four tots and other 
families under the leadership Coulter, friend Kit 
Carson. Also the wagon train are Henry Coe, 
wealthy Englishman, and McBride, Coulter’s nephew, 
who murders Pawnee woman and child and 
skinned alive the Pawnees. 

Wandering away from the train Jaimie finds himself 
captive camp scavenging Pawnees. Jaimie 
escapes with Indian girl his age, who betrays him 
into the hands her tribe. finally rescued one 
night Coulter. 


The doctor offered and buys Po-Povi, Sac-Fox girl 
twelve companion for Jaimie. Before reaching 
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Fort Laramie August 20, Jennie marries man 
named Brice. 


Laramie the highwaymen set fire Kissel’s wagon, 
from which Coulter rescues the four children and gets 
severely burned. Po-Povi applies bark water his 
burns. 

Black Poddee, Sioux chief arrives, handed letter 
from his son (which the doctor had carried) and makes 
Jaimie blood-son. month later the train 
attacked canyon Crows and Shoshones, Black 
Poddee and 1500 Sioux come their aid. Jennie’s 
husband killed. 

And Salt Lake City for the winter and one hun- 
dred pages Mormons, for whom there general con- 
tempt. Kissel submits with Jennie Mormon baptism 
and marriage save her from Mormon gang’s bully, 
whom badly beats wrestling match. 

The group has take off, now being the spring 
Arriving Sacramento, the McPheeters, the Kis- 
sels and another pair men they picked up, pan for 
gold. Coe wins duel for panning rights. After one 
good strike they are fleeced and lose all their gold. 

The Kissels slaughter their oxen and into the butch- 
ering business. Coulter returns from fight with the 
Mormons minus arm. The highwaymen appear, are 
recognized murderers their kin the new pair 
men and are shot down. 

Jaimie and his father move San Francisco, where 
the doctor frequently drunk. Coe and Po-Povi 
whom had taught English, leave for England, where 
Coe has inherited dukedom. 

Before sailed Coe made arrangements establish 
his friends ranch worth $50,000.00. The doctor 
and Jaimie, after year, return the Kissels, Coulter 
and Jennie attend the marriage the latter two and 
settle the ranch. 

However, the doctor takes off the Santa trail 
toward Louisville, waylaid, robbed and killed. Po-Povi 
returns Jaimie. 

The style the work uneven. Sometimes Jaimie 
talks and observes youngster; other times the 
author intrudes. Fourteen letters and four journal en- 
tries the forty-seven chapters slow the pace consider- 
ably but provide more mature observation. Frequently 
the humor good, though vulgar; but occasionally 
quite insipid. 

Huckleberry Finn good characterization, this 
The characters are individual enough, but one 
seldom gets insight into their minds. Interest the 
story starts page 58, and suspense page 124. The 
letters, though lending verisimilitude, slow down the 
action. 

The novel definitely not picaresque, although inci- 
dents the “shady” variety would limit the work 
adult readers. Young girls are occasionally bathing 
undressing Jaimie’s sight, and there one San Fran- 
cisco “scene” between Jaimie and “lady easy 
fairly profuse. And there are 
three dozen incidents brutality, almost third 
which are relistic almost the point nausea. 


Joachim Daleiden, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Benaya, Margaret The Levelling Wind 
Pantheon. Mar. 24,1958. 286p. $3.75. 


This novel story life the present day Israeli 
army. Dan Elkan, the narrator the story, 
operations officer for unit stationed near Tel Aviv. 
The unit commanded dissolute, unprincipled 
martinet named Uri. The other important characters 
are the intellectual lieutenant Amos Hadas, the kind- 
hearted, ingenuous Berto, and Ruth, Uri’s stolid wife. 
Very little significant action occurs during most the 
book. Uri drinks heavily and has numerous affairs 
with women, even appropriating Berto’s girl for 
other reason than humiliate the younger officer. 
Amos Hadas writes poetry and unsuccessfully declares 
his love for Uri’s wife. 

Eventually the army unit decides raid Arab vil- 
lage across the border because the headquarters 
Arab marauders. Uri puts the inexperienced Amos 
charge the attack and Amos killed. Dan Elkan 
and Berto accuse Uri premeditated murder; however, 
Uri declares that had not intended send Amos 
certain death. Dan talks with Ruth who reveals that 
Uri has been warped her refusal love him their 
children. military board inquiry investigating 
Amos’ death, Dan testifies Uri’s behalf, and the 
latter acquitted. Dan transfers another army unit 
and reflects that “all the meaning that there 
meaning, that nothing ever lasts: not pain, not love, 
not sorrow; and the only tragedy oblivion.” 

This novel starts very slowly; ideally, would have 
been splendid short story. The last forty pages the 
book are exhilarating. these pages the inisghts are 
acute; the action vivid, and all the characters participate 
and are tension with one another. The early part 
the novel, however, slow and mostly uninteresting, 
principally because nothing happens and all the char- 
acters, except one, are typed, and then these characters 
simply repeat themselves. The only element in- 
terest until the book’s denouement Ruth. She 
partial enigma. learn that her father was per- 
fectionist and that she has lost her normal emotions 
because his excessive demands. She speaks very 
little; she prefers empty doesn’t demand 
anything you”; she does not love her children— 
“They are small animals duty take care of, 
things responsible for, that’s all.” Ruth 
Galatea, and yet although Uri, Amos, and Dan love 
her, she has Pygmalion bring her life. She 
rejects the love all three men and refuses gratify 
them any way. psychological study Ruth 
one the most interesting characters modern fiction. 
When Amos dies, she comes alive for moment 
explain Uri’s behavior, but then she relapses into in- 
difference and impassiveness. she, nevertheless, 
who gives the story its cohesiveness and interest, and 
even though the novelist marks time through most 
the narrative, the reader’s fascination with Ruth and 
the power-charged ending result satisfying reading 
experience. 

There basic philosophy fatalism present which 
receives its most forceful expression the concluding 
episode. particularly reminiscent Eugene 
O’Neill’s beliefs seen especially his Long Day’s 
Journey Into Night. The characters who interact 
one another are assumed not really fault for 
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Narayan Feuchtwanger 


resuts problems. one really responsible for 
events. Things just happen. The characters are vic- 
tims fate. This fatalistic philosophy, artisti- 
cally conveyed, leaves certain haunting despair which 
vividly present especially the last pages this 
novel; however, the discriminating adult will easily 
separate the wheat from the chaff and rewarded 
this study modern Belle Dame sans Merci. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Narayan, The Guide 


Viking. Mar. 13,1958. 220p. $3.50. (Ila) 

The subtitle this novel, (“A novel reluctant holy 
might easily attract the reader who wants 
become more holy well the one who wants 
repulse holiness. Neither reader will come out the 
winner. Despite the fact that the Michigan State Uni- 
versity Press, “with unusual imagination 
(according the dustjacket), has published 
several Indian Narayan’s latest and earliest works, 
this piece fiction better worse than the type 
book recommended the Book-of-the-Month Club 
for the past twenty years. 


With controlled understatement, the main character, 
Raju, Hindu rascal, supposedly represented 
beguiling chap, but the author makes him bore. 
becomes guide his local Indian territory, and, with 
frequently dull flashbacks, which the author found 
mysteriously essential for the telling his slim narra- 
tive, later becomes Swami. These Indian natives 
who look for savior are pitiful lot, and the focus 
their pitifulness lost the author who, only 
infrequently, sad say, captures the satirical flavor 
which should have permeated the entire narrative. 
Mr. Narayan would like the reader become enamored 
his Raju, who just another calculating jobster. 


The prose acceptable, but the total artistic communi- 
cation like that artist who says well what 
imperfectly realizes. People try understand one 
another,—good; but this author fails say what 
has mind. Locale notwithstanding, this book 
waste time for any adult reader. Cross your fingers 
tightly when you read the “charm” and the “de- 
light” this author. His yawn may not barbaric, 
but contagious. Let plague spread. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Feuchtwanger, Lion Jephta and His Daughter 
Putnam. Mar. 28, 1958. 255p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Forty-seven verses the Book Judges record the 
story Jephte, one the twelve judges Israel. They 
relate how this son Galaad harlot, dispossessed 
his legitimate half-brothers, fled into the land 
Tob, where became powerful lord. When the 
Ammonites threatened the Galaadites, however, his 
scorners had seek aid. Responding their entreaties, 
Jephte defeated the invaders but exacted the price 
being made prince Galaad. himself, though, had 


vowed the Lord that victorious would offer 
sacrifice whoever first met him from his house upon 
return. This person proved his only daughter, 
but with resoluteness she resigned herself the neces. 
sity, and after two months preparatory retreat she 
became virginal holocaust the hands her father, 
Later ensued war with the tribes Ephraim, whom 
Jephte also defeated and then slew the Jordan 
applying the famous shibboleth test. Thereafter Jephte 
ruled judge for six years and was finally buried 
Galaad. 

With changed spellings, this account the narrative 
substance the five chapters Lion 
latest novel. Some imaginative enlargement, course, 
necessary. increases and identifies Jephta’s family; 
mother half-brothers Gadiel, Jelek, and Sham. 
gar with Silpa their mother; wife Ketura; and daughter 
Ja’ala. Each takes detailed individuality skillfully 
developed dramatic portraiture that one the 
book’s chief merits. Even the minor figures are well 
drawn, such Jemin, Emorite converted Jephta’s 
band who develops dog-like devotion Ja’ala, Par, 
Jephta’s brother-in-law and military confidante; and 
King Nahash Ammon, formidable foe field and 
parley. 

Chief the supporting cast the high priest Abijam, 
steadily serious goad Jephta’s conscience. The plot 
considerably bolstered account Jephta’s rise 
overlord Bashan, expedition against King Abir, 
and episode arising out King Nahash’s request 
Ja’ala wife for his concubine-born son, Prince Mesha. 
Brooding over the entire action intense religious 
conflict, externalized through Abijam’s opposition and 
many the warring factions, but centered chiefly 
within the psychology Jephta. has the problem 
choice between Ketura’s god Milkom and the Gil- 
eadites’ Yahweh; Baal’s seeming hand human affaits 
also complicates his thinking before the final conviction 
Yahweh’s supremacy leaves him resigned the 
climactic price exacted his allegiance. 


The book both less and more than Biblical novel. 
Although based the Old Testament, goes far be- 
yond simple retelling the Scriptural story 
modern genre. Feuchtwanger trying recreate his- 
tory the large sense returning the reader remote 
period and bringing him know its life and viewpoints 
not latter-day observer but contemporary 
participant. For this reason the generous expansion 
the source enriched much archaeology fill out 
realistic picture the beliefs, customs, attitudes, and 
day-by-day living the Bronze Age. long such 
liberties not violate fact, they are proper literary 
privilege and can achieve better novel without doing 
violence religious belief. 

concluding “Author’s Note” Feuchtwanger makes 
this point, but draws distinction between ma- 
terials social cultural nature, which admit 
free interpretation, and those matters which Revelation 
places beyond artistic prerogative. The theme involved 
this respect, course, the nature Jephta’s the- 
ism, including the recurrent Yahweh-Milkom-Baal 
flicts. Too often these seem equated, humanized crea- 
tions their several adherents and confuse Yahweh 
(Jahveh Jehovah) Mt. Horeb with changing idol- 


atrous conceptions the gods fire, war, fertility, and 
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the like. Even one were concede that the primi- 
tive Jews’ conception divinity underwent evolu- 
tionary enrichment, Yahweh here too often seems 
Jephta’s god rather than Jephta’s God, too much 
figure seen the most powerful among 
polytheistic array. This feature could confuse im- 
mature reader, but should not preclude adult enjoy- 
ment story that has much epic sweep and high 


tragedy commend it. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Fast, Howard Moses, Prince Egypt 
Crown. Mar. 21,1958. 303p. $3.95. (III) 

Howard Fast has recently become disillusioned with 
Communism, and many who read his Moses, Prince 
Egypt will become disillusioned with him, for the sac- 
rosanct character Moses hardly recognizable this 
fictionalized biography. Although this work confines 
itself the earlier years Moses’ life, although 
acknowledges the few facts extant regarding those years, 
the interpretation those years and the facts hardly 
accordance with the traditional treatment Mosaic 
lore. 

Instead Mr. Fast relies upon Marx, Engels and Freud 
provide some the motivating forces Moses’ con- 
duct. also resorts the bosomy, (if such word 
may used), boudoir type the historical novel 
his readers. Finally there veined throughout 
the whole narrative discursive discussion compara- 
tive religion. 

The book divided into three parts: “The Prince 
Egypt,” “The Captain Kush” and “The Wanderer.” 
the first these, Moses revealed the bewildered 
Prince the corrupt court Ramses II, where 
learns the art war, the impact palace intrigue, and 
comes know his putative mother Enekhas-Amon, 
the sister Ramses who presumed his father. 
Meanwhile the author casts appraising glance the 
nubile maidens and the sex mores degenerate royal 
household. also thrusts Moses into these lecherous 
folkways and has him savor such pleasures. the 
second part has Moses the field battle, not 
neglecting the venery which marauding troops avail 
themselves. During this episode Moses finds true love, 
although also succumbs the occupation wenching 
his comrades arms. During this period Moses also 
acquires slave, Nun, fellow Levite, who does much 
aid him understanding his real ancestry. The 
final part concerned with Moses and Nun faring 
forth the land Sinai where undoubtedly Moses 
will lead his people out the wilderness. That feat 
will have wait until Mr. Fast completes the sequel 
Moses, Prince Egypt. 

Apart from the emphasis Egyptian sexuality, the 
sophomoric lucubrations Moses and his associates 
regarding polytheism and monotheism, there prevails 
throughout the whole work irritating envisioning 
anthropocentric society the best possible society. 
This delineated evaluation the latent class 
struggle Egyptian society. further stressed 
the suggestion that Moses will become the saviour 
people not any divine mandate but solely through 


Fast Ferber 


evolutionary process thought, urging him re- 
lieve the misery not only the Jewish people who 
were then held bondage but also the thralldom 
other peoples who were imposed upon and exploited 
Ramses and his minions. There never any allusion 
the one, true God and His role the deliverance 
the Jewish people. Instead what monotheism con- 
sidered centered solely Aton—(usually spelled 
Aten, but Mr. Fast has orthography his 
the object sun cult. 

The handling the narrative rather obvious and 
trite, suggesting that might have been compounded 
the mind quasi-illiterate Hollywood scenarist. 
Camera angles can easily discerned, dwelling the 
diaphanous attire the palace women, the defiant face 
righteous Moses, the resentful scowls en- 
slaved people. Most the action, whether the 
battle field the boudoir, tiresomely contrived. 
Even the description the lush the arid lands 
which Moses traverses considerably turgid. 

may that this reviewer read the book with 
jaundiced eye, for Reinhold Niebuhr finds interesting 
and impressive. Louis Untermeyer considers book 
that any author should proud have written. Doc- 
tor Israel Goldstein acknowledges that 
imaginative. Maybe is, arrant sexuality, obvious 
class consciousness, and groping concern for the good 
life were characteristic Moses. The Bible, however, 
does not suggest that such was the case, and this re- 
viewer would rather rely the authority the Bible 
than the vapid creativeness Howard Fast. 

other words, the abrasive ignorance Mr. Fast re- 
garding the real role Moses the Providence God 
and the spiritual salvation mankind makes this novel 
uncouth affront anyone who believes God and 
respects His holy word contained the Bible. Read- 
ing this novel will provide neither inspiration nor in- 
formation but merely vehement reaction disgust 
that the sacred personality Moses should pro- 


faned. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York 21, New York 
Ferber, Edna Ice Palace 
Doubleday. Mar. 27,1958. $4.50. 


Edna Ferber conceives things grand scale. The 
wide expanses Alaska provide the setting for her 
latest book. Czar Kennedy and Thor Storm, respective- 
the richest man Alaska and the most intelligent, 
are grandfathers and only guardians Christine Storm, 
the most beautiful girl the territory. She—born 
caribou hut and orphaned Alaska’s cruelty—sym- 
bolizes Alaska’s future for her grandpas and perhaps 
for the author, she battered between Czar’s ruth- 
less materialism and Thor’s gentle philosophizing about 
democracy and statehood and the most wonderful 
country the world. Each tries his best and/or his 
most devious shape Chris into the future sees for 
Alaska. the end, after Thor has quietly committed 
suicide and Czar has been violently killed acci- 
dent one his mines, Chris left waiting for two 
young men: Bay Husack, destined Czar 
political cronies become governor Alaska and 
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Carey Smith 


first President from Alaska; and Ross Guildenstern, 
half-breed Eskimo pilot who represents the compromise 
that successful Alaska might emulate. 
The book long and sprawling. Miss Ferber tries 
detail three generations Alaskan history experi- 
enced the two old pioneers. Allowing herself 411 
pages which work, Miss Ferber permits her narra- 
tive shift aimlessly time and place. less cap- 
able hands, this juggling would confusing; is, 
the effect just tiring. Although the book whole 
lacks conviction, pleasant enough reading. 
usual Miss Ferber’s writing, touches local color 
are bright and plentiful. Characterization less than 
satisfactory. These people are unreal and almost 
dazzling the names they sport. Nowhere the 
book there any thought-provoking seriousness any 
gripping emotional entanglements that might prevent 
Ice Palace from becoming best seller. 

John Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Carey, Ernestine Gilbreth Giddy Moment 
Little, Brown. Mar. 17,1958. 132p. $2.95. (I) 

Giddy Moment delightfully nonsensical novel 
the co-author Cheaper the Dozen, Rings Around 
and several other books. will appeal women 
and perhaps some men who want something light 
and zany. The premise intriguing, even tantalizing. 
The story takes place Arlington, Long Island, when 


Maybelle Dent, attractive widow with teen-age 
daughter, innocently opened the lid battered humi- 
dor and found odds and ends soap, sachet, four-leaf 


clover and old camphor stick. was when she 
applied the cream her lips that complete change 
overtook her. spirits soared and she felt full 
zing. However, was Maybelle’s friend and neighbor, 
Fay Hick, who had been scientist with cosmetic 
firm before her marriage, who really sets things moving. 
And so, “Giddy Moment” introduced the public, 
lipstick that love potion, guaranteed attract 
any man within range few feet. 

With the help Alvin Perkin “Perk Predicts,” 
world-famous news-caster and neighbor Maybelle’s, 
“Giddy Moment” gains nation-wide publicity. Women 
stampede the stores the morning the lipstick goes 
sale. But everything and everyone calms down eventu- 
ally and once more peace restored the quiet little 
town Arlington. 

Hilda Meyer, 


Circulation Librarian, 
Seton Hall University 


Smith, Betty 
Harper. Feb. 19,1958. 437p. $4.00. 
(Literary Guild 


Maggie-Now, Literary Guild choice for March, essen- 
tially woman’s book. emotional, nostalgic, senti- 
mental, kaleidescopic, minutely detailed, loving and 
warm. tugs heartstrings, tugs memories. 
filled with laughter, but laughter with tears close 
the surface. the time the last page reached, the 


Maggie-Now 


Best SELLERs 


tears are closer perhaps, than the laughter. many 
women will have lived close Maggie-Now, will have 
seen their own joys and frustrations pictured her, 
will have been much part her, that they 
close the book reluctantly and wish they knew 
happened her next. 


The story Maggie-Now laid Brooklyn, was 
Betty Smith’s earlier and famous Tree Grows 
Brooklyn the turn the century, 
ruled Tammany, filled with immigrants, horse-cars, 
fish-peddlers, small family businesses, poverty 
degrees, small townness high degree, corner saloons, 
and clannishness. The story covers perhaps fifty years, 
during which time Brooklyn grows and spreads 
still retains much its small town quality; the children 
the immigrants prosper and tend move toward 
more open country; old homes become rooming 
and the clannishness persists. 


Maggie-Now, baptized Margaret Rose, became Maggie. 
Now very simply: 


“The day long, throughout the house, was 


now give the scissors before you stab 
‘Maggie, now mind your father when 

Maggie-Now’s father, Patrick Dennis Moore, stubborn 
Irish immigrant, came America avoid marrying 
his pretty Irish sweetheart whose brother had come 
the way back from Brooklyn Ireland beat him 
for not marrying her. The beating had been 
successful that within hours ballad was being sung 
commemorate the event. But Patsy was shamed 
and fled. was always, the end, one who cut 
his nose spite his face, stubborn and mean, con- 
trary, that hurt all those loved and was unable 
bring himself express the affection really felt 
the few occasions that would have died 
able to. Maggie-Now’s mother, Mary Moriarity, was 
the school teacher daughter Patsy’s first employer, 
gentle, understanding, and loving Pat despite his 
ness and her father’s fury the marriage. Maggie- 
Now was lovely, serious, imaginative child, whose life 
was contented, our modern eye confined. She 
loved school, she loved the few excursions she made 
each year with her mother, she loved her life. When 
Maggie-Now was sixteen, her mother died 
birth, leaving Maggie-Now bring Denny, her 
baby brother. She adored him. She left school 
take care her father and brother, and there were 
few who thought Denny Maggie-Now’s son born 
out wedlock, there were more who knew the truth. 
Denny grew and Maggie-Now’s time became 
freer, she wanted most all her own man and her 
own children. when Claude Bassett appeared she 
was reality waiting for him. The two seemed 
unlike two people could be. Their backgrounds, 
their thinking, their personalities were opposite. 
Now was devout Catholic; Claude had formal 
religion. But they were married Father Flynn and 
were deeply happy. Yet when the spring came and 
the chinook wind was blowing from the west, Claude 
left home. With the first snow, This 
pattern was repeated for all their life together and 
her own life it. 


had the child she longed for. 
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The latter part the story tells more Denny, the 
little brother grown up, his evolution from the bad 
example the neighborhood the good. One misses 
Maggie-Now for her warmth and her loneliness, her 
heartbreak and her zeal. She returns briefly the 
foreground when Claude comes home for the last time, 
die. his death, her pain deepened almost un- 
bearably, for cremated, with his ashes flung 
from height where they will wing like the sea gulls 
loved over the ocean. Maggie-Now, approaching 
middle age, lives again with the hope her heart that 
she will have child. 

This social document nor history book, nor does 
intend be. warm story real people who 
and think and say the things that people really 
and think and say. some these people emerge 
less clearly than others, still one has rich and full pic- 
tures many: the little loyal Mick Mack; Mr. Van 
Clees the cigar maker; the butcher Mr. Winer; Lottie 
and her husband Officer Timothy “Big Red” Shawn; 
and many more—some thumb nail sketches, some 
full drawn. But Maggie-Now herself, and Claude, and 


Pat—these are the best. 
Edith Howley, 


Madison, New Jersey 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth The White Room 
Pantheon. Mar. 24,1958. 144p. $2.75. 

All Elizabeth Coatesworth’s incredible tales are de- 
Anyone who has enjoyed The Enchanted, 
Silky, Mountain Bride will equally charmed 
The White Room. For The White Room there 
also haunting resemblance the three important 
characters, Gus, Laura and Maidie, another three 
who made the story Ethan Frome. Laura Mattie 
Silver quality; Maidie and Zenobia have much com- 
mon; Gus and Ethan are both bound misunder- 
stood loyalties. With the characters, however, the 
resemblance ends, for this story bright where Ethan 
Frome dark. 

This really incredible tale woman entombed 
for four days White Room” resembling sepul- 
cher. From it, helped her son Paul, Laura emerges 
new woman—incisive and decisive. 
likens her death and resurrection the death and 
resurrection Lazarus. The white tomb really not 
the whited sepulcher which Maidie more than once 
called Laura, but instead refuge from blizzard 
made the snow itself. 

The marriage Gus and Laura was equally nibbled 
away the overwhelming Maidie and the shrinking 
Laura. The children, Paul said, “used 
confused” “not knowing what think.” But with 
her coming back, Laura sensed first all her own 
dignity and then the dignity each member her 
family, and she was able make real herself and 
others what was right and just for everyone. 
man’s home, she began realize, was his citadel, and 
one, not even his sister, had right invade the 
castle. Maidie summarily sent home. 

The incredible part the tale further centered 
“the Wabasso,” tame rabbit which gives comfort 
Paul, prevents Laura from walking into serious danger, 
and finally leads her recovery from the white room. 


Coatsworth Singleton 


are tempted strongly believe that the Wabasso 
holds the spirit Injun Joe, that man magic who 
had cured child long before Laura was born, whose 
silver buckle was enshrined like trophy the seldom 
used parlor the farm house, and who had promised 
his death bed come back the farm. 


This beautiful book and beautifully written book. 
Maine here touched into being the magic the 
words. The wind blows clean, the hills sing and give 
back echoes song, and family learns the hard way 
that both singly and unit they must face themselves 
squarely, speak with authority when 
needed, and love openly. Love, they find out, 
road, and once the road lost, may take, took 
Laura, four days white room—a death and resur- 
rection—to find again. This book can recom- 
mended for everyone. good family reading. 


Sister Mary William, President, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Singleton, Betty Note Grace 
World. Mar. 244p. $3.50. 

His family hoped that Fred Gedge would win the con- 
tract for the new Civic Centre the English village 
Medling. This would elevate them financially and 
socially. Fred hoped so, too, and had even begun 
stock-piling the stone estimated would needed 
for the venture. Meantime, worked casually the 
village and surrounding country, much interested 
perfecting his technique trumpeter the local band 
anything else. One night competition with rival 
musicians Fred blew mysterious dulcet note that could 
accounted for human terms. From that mo- 
ment his life was changed. 


That same night curiosity drew him fire the 
convent chapel the Sisters St. Jude, Catholic nuns 
devoted care the aged. For Gedge any other 
Medlingite appear here was invite social ostracism, 
and Fred Gedge was surprised anyone find him- 
self there. This was the occasion his meeting Sister 
Ignatius, alias Sister Firebrand for her enthusiastic 
temper, Sister Foreman for her capable direction 
reconstructing the ruined chapel. 


The story concerned with the numerous difficulties 
met the nuns obtaining ecclesiastical approval for 
their building program, funds sustain it, and workers 
effect it. Sister Ignatius, woman bent nose and 
iron will, seemed able surmount them all either 
happy contrived circumstance and with enthusiasm 
drove her sisters religion dig, drag and join until 
skeleton chapel appeared. spite himself, Gedge 
admired their courage and, drawn some un- 
known hand, and certainly the musical note which 
haunted ihs movements, found himself again and again 
the scene reconstruction advising and informing 
the amatteeur builders. Human frailty and the threat 
withdrawal diocesan support seemed “finalize” 
the fate the chapel. Gedge’s own fate was sealed 
when had refuse the coveted Civic Centre con- 
tract, having donated his cache stone the nuns’ 
cause. But Gedge’s charity became known, ac- 
knowledged standard conduct imitated. 
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Fain Murphy 


chapel henceforth ever had such benefactions, citi- 
zens outdid each other equal Gedge’s contribution. 


The author was inspired write the novel when she 
read several months ago the efforts enclosed 
order Catholic nuns Wales rebuild their chapel. 
The possibilities dramatic, humorous story struck 
her then and Note Grace was born. The novel 
starts slowly and through continued lack variation 
event fails sustain interest. Gedge convincing 
enough the simple, goodhearted Englishman willing 
risk all for his neighbor, though not quite under- 
standing the motive his own course action. Sister 
Ignatius, self-appointed slave-driver just misses being 
funny most the time. for the rest the nuns, 
best remember that this fiction. However, 
many readers may indeed find Not Grace mildly 
amusing vapid sort way. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Fain, William Cheers, Major Barlow 
Crown. Mar. 27, 1958. 318p. $3.95. (IV) 

Many English people found the American servicemen 
stationed the United Kingdom during World War 
something less than charming; and Mr. Fain seems 
determined prove that these same Englishmen 
were absolutely right. more lecherous, drunken, 
loud-mouthed crew than the American officers and 
enlisted men who lurch through the chapters Cheers, 
Major Barlow simply cannot imagined. 


The time 1944, the weeks immediately preceding 
the Normandy landings; the place air force public 
relations office London; and the hero, (God save 
the mark!), illiterate megalomaniac from Texas, 
Major Dick Barlow. former sports writer, Barlow 
bullies, cajoles, and cheats his associates and subordi- 
nates. Aided his unscrupulous henchmen, seems 
well the way really important post high-up 
the rarified air military policy making. But the 
double-crosser himself double-crossed the arrival, 
from the Pentagon, another public relations officer 
who has the ear the generals Washington. The 
first betray Barlow his chief spy 
Captain George Phillips, fallen-away Catholic who 
would sell his own grandmother for promotion. 
Finally acknowledging defeat, Barlow conveniently has 
nervous breakdown and sent off rest home 
Cornwall, where the book leaves him. One imagines 
that are supposed sympathize with the fallen 
idol; but the reaction this reviewer was anything but 
sympathetic; thinks Barlow should have been taken 
out and shot for giving aid and comfort the enemy. 


There are any number equally “delightful” people 
the novel: Lieutenant Henry Joyce, sex-crazed 
nonentity; Sergeant Kenneth Huntington Davis, who 
just “slightly homosexual”; Captain Finch, who con- 
siderably more than “slightly”; and Major Ma- 
catee, who just ordinary drunk. These “repre- 
sentative” Americans roam about from bar bar and 
from bed bed; occasionally they some work, which 
usually consists issuing phony, lying reports air 
force operational activity. 


SELLERs 


Cheers, Major Barlow dull, tasteless novel, with 
monotonous repetition gutter language and its 
some insistence the unpleasant. This one simply 
isn’t worth the reading. cheers, Major Barlow! 


Stephen Ryan, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Murphy, Dennis The Sergeant 
Viking. Mar. 254p. $3.50. (III) 

When Master Sergeant Callan, World War winner 
the Distinguished Service Cross, professional soldier 
‘of the old school, and stern disciplinarian, assigned 
first sergeant quartermaster company stationed, 
seven years after the war’s end, Camp Bernod near 
the slovenly appearance the men, and the complete 
disregard for discipline. few days has 
taken over completely from the pitifully incompetent 
company commander, Captain Loring. 
reign terror begins Callan brutally imposes his 
authority upon the motley crew youthful draftees, 
physical disability cases, and broken-down veterans who 
make the company’s strength. 

Behind the cold, efficient facade which presents 
the world, the new first sergeant seethes with strangely 
conflicting emotions, with almost unbearable tensions, 
with feminine tenderness fighting against masculine 
toughness. While respecting his obvious qualities 
soldier, some the more intelligent the company 
sense something fundamentally wrong with the man; 
and few are acutely conscious the reality evil, 
the positive capacity for destruction, which carries 
about with him. 

When Sergeant Callan sees for the first time the hand- 
some, boyish draftee Tom Swanson, the older man 
irresistibly attracted; and the machinery the tragedy 
set motion. Swanson, bright, alert, with touch 
the poet him, involved idyllic, charmingly 
innocent love affair with French girl, student the 
University Bordeaux. deliberately, 
Callan sets out break this romance. transfers 
Tom from work detail the post company clerk, 
and the two men are constantly each other’s presence 
throughout the day. Day after day, week after week, 
the sergeant attempts ingratiate himself with the 
younger man; strangely drawn, and almost against his 
will, Swanson begins see attractive qualities the 
sergeant; the two ride about the countryside, night after 
night, drinking, talking, quarrelling; and Solange 
Bordeaux seems destined lose her lover. 
coming his senses and realizing his deep love for 
Solange and, the same time, sensing the tyranny 
which has fallen victim, Tom musters sufficient 
courage break away from Callan and return the 
girl. the sergeant begins understand that has 
lost the struggle for Swanson’s affection, degenerates 
into unkempt, drunken madman, bereft all his 
soldierly qualities, certain subjected the same 
rigid disciplinary measures himself long advo- 
cated. Before that can happen, however, makes 
one last attempt force himself physically upon Swan- 
son; again rebuffed, shoots himself, and Tom free 
him last. 
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What can one say this novel? centered about 
essentially unpleasant, sordid theme; but are 
Hamlet, Oedipus Rex, and The Power and the Glory. 
Sober appraisal The Sergeant can only lead one 
conclusion; this grimly moving novel. The spec- 
tacle the sergeant driving himself self destruc- 
tion the great tragic tradition. benefit 
literary trickery, Mr. Murphy, (he only years old), 
tells his tale, tale which moves inexorably its 
inevitable catastrophe. The drab background 
army post peacetime beautifully realized: the 
monotony, the sad pursuit pleasure its grosser 
forms, the endless reading comic books, the pick-up 
football games, and the hours simply “doing noth- 
The author, too, emphasizes the arrogance 
many our troops abroad, their distrust and con- 
tempt for “foreigners” and their ways; nor does 
overlook the sullen, bitter resentment aroused the 
drunken brawlers, the loud-mouthed few who 
much undermine our prestige abroad. 


The novel contains more than its fair share the 
obscene Anglo-Saxon words; and the author unspar- 
ing his portraits brutality, violence, and sexual 
activity. This one certainly not for the kiddies, nor, 
fear, for many adults. For the discriminating adult, 
the student the novel, and for those who are serious- 
and soberly interested in, concerned with, the 
larker workings the human mind and heart, The 
Sergeant will prove tense, shattering, and, many 
ways, rewarding experience. Murphy certainly 


writer watch. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D. 


Gaskin, Catherine Blake’s Reach 
Lippincott. Mar. 14,1958. 313p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The Blakes had once been the proprietors the most 
fertile strip land along the English Channel. But 
evil days had come upon the family through excessive 
drunkenness and gambling. Anne Blake ran away 
from home, and never returned what she contemptu- 
ously called crumbling pile bricks and mountain 
But her daughter, Jane, fired with the 
determination rebuild the ancestral home, and goes 
there after her mother’s death. 

Upon her arrival she learns from the family lawyer 
that her grandfather, embittered Anne’s conduct, 
had disinherited her and left everything nephew, 
Charles Blake. But the latter had lived for many 
years France, had become identified with the nobility 
that country, and this very moment, 1792, 
prison awaiting trial for his life. Undeterred this 
bad news Jane sets work fix the house and 
property. She secretly nourishes the hope that Charles 
will guillotined, and then she will have undis- 
puted title what was left the Blake fortune. 
the meantime she falls love with neighbor, Paul 
Fletcher, who wants her marry him, and then 
leave England and settle down the West Indies. But 
one day Charles, who has escaped from prison 
coffin, suddenly makes his appearance. Complications 
naturally follow, for Charles lets clearly known 
that the master the household. Yet 
who finally teaches Jane lesson unselfishness that 
profoundly influences her whole life. 


Kavinoky 


Catherine Gaskin has again shown her ability write 
gripping novel. characters are all true life, 
and she raises and attempts settle problems that con- 
front people every age and country sooner later. 
her previous best-selling novel, Sara Dane, smug- 
gling plays important part this story. The whole 
community where Jane lives is, some extent, engaged 
undeclared war against the revenue officers, and 
usually succeeds outwitting them. But the most 
exciting episode where Charles, Jane and Paul sail 
France and attempt the rescue French noble- 
woman who has been condemned death. 
tunately, however, the book marred 
hibited description attempted rape, and also 
its immoral language few places. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Kavinoky, Bernice The Mother 
Rinehart. Mar. 17,1958. 216p. $3.00. (Ila) 

Bernice Kavinoky tells old story mother’s love 
for her son and appropriately called The Mother. 
Della Sherman, determined, self assured and good 
woman, possessed with unswerving obsession that 
her son become doctor, forever attempting direct 
the lives others, particularly her own son, into living 
life which she thinks best for him. mother who 
eventually realized too late that his life belonged 
himself and that, what she thought his station 
life, was not what desired. 


Leonard, her son, love with beautiful actress 
Rosemary—a young lady more worldly than and 
more wise the affairs love. Although she loves 
him dearly, she willing face Leonard’s 
mother and question her right direct his way life. 
Determined that Leonard’s career will not inter- 
rupted such passionate love, Della continually 
explores all possibilities thwarting this romance. 
Unknown the son she visits Rosemary’s apartment 
Greenwich Village reminiscent the set the 
play Sister Eileen. 


Despite Della’s protestation, Rosemary visits the Lake- 
side home for week where she meets the family— 
Lenoard’s Uncle Sondel who has offered him position 
his department store; Uncle Nate, doctor and 
pharmacist community fame; his cousin, Andy, 
graduate doctor, and the Grandfather Sherman. The 
family cannot influenced Della’s values about 
life and they are not sympathy with her plans for 
Leonard’s career. Rather they are most sympathetic 
toward Rosemary. spite her effort change her 
son’s attitude toward Rosemary, she fails when, her 
home, Rosemary for the first time shows her strength 
and quality character. Asked monologue 
for the family group, she moves the great hulk the 
mother realize that there stood before her very 
talented Although spellbound this recitation, 
Della tries influence Rosemary continue her career 
rather than marry her son. 


The conflict rages. was not Rosemary who had 
face the truth because she was ready give 
her profession actress for the love Leonard. 
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Leonard fails when Rosemary calls him admit 
his mother that his own idea give medical 
school and not the result Rosemary’s influence. Dis- 
appointed her fiancé Rosemary leaves for good and 
returns the theatre. Under stress this violent 
emotional scene Leonard becomes disconsolate. His 
depressed state mind greatly frightens his mother. 
Della again visits Rosemary and enters into desperate 
struggle get her return Leonard. this clash 
personalities, disappointment upon disappointment 
pursues Della’s every effort win over the actress. 
Rosemary discloses that she has married that very 
morning her director. When Leonard learns this 
from his mother, becomes more depressed, resigns 
his job his uncle’s store and goes live with his 
Uncle Nate, the doctor. 


stirring novel that has penetrating insight 
mother’s conduct which difficult interpret. Miss 
Kavinoky sustains sympathetic attitude toward Della 
who cannot ranked heroine for the reason that 
she exactly, times, the opposite. Although pro- 
foundly human person yet tragic, the author seems 
feel for her. Della stands for courage, too, and 
uncanny intelligence which has value. Yet such quali- 
ties cannot measured the scales justice either 
virtue vice. Perhaps early frustration when 
less intelligent brother was sent college her stead 
may explain her attitude. other words this tragic 
struggle the result her attempt satisfy her own 
ego rather than the love for her son. the excep- 
tion one scene when Leonard assists his uncle the 
delivery illegitimate child teenager the story 
has atmosphere wholesome conduct that even 
high school senior might read and study. The char- 
acters and events are planned setting post-war 
days. The novel well written and told 
could made into splendid dramatic character play. 


Edward Sinnott, 
Principal, Tuckahoe High School, 
Tuckahoe, New York 
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Anatomy Murder (IIb) 
Love Possessed 
Rally Round the Flag Boys 
The White Witch (Ila) 
Some Came Running (IV) 
Below the Salt 
The Winthrop Woman (IIb) 
North from Rome 
The Roots Heaven 
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NON-FICTION 


Mar. 


Please Don’t Eat the Daisies (1) Kerr 

Kids Say the Darnedest Things Linkletter 
Baruch: Own Story (1) Baruch 
“Where Did You Go?” “Out.” 
Book the Seven Seas Freuchen 
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SELLERs 


Scott, The Lady and the 
Dutton. Mar. 19,1958. 203p. $3.00. 

This haunting and enchanting story set the early 
19th century, involving Englishwoman, Marian 
Crawford, and Sicilian pirate, member 
daring Robin-Hoodish secret society. They first meet 
when his pirates attack and scuttle the ship which 
she returning from Oriental cruise. But the young 
Miss Crawford saves the ship, vows her revenge upon 
the corsair. This last task waiting patiently 
the midst carnival Venice, pre-Lenten 
festivals Rome, and the colorful life 
which contrast eerily with her moods. The corsair 
appears brieflly various disguises: nobleman, 
daring robber chieftain, laughing kidnapper. The 
serious young lady does her duty testifying against 
him when finally captured, but appears 
reluctant send him his death; yet she fulfills her 
vow revenge when almost escapes. The story 
makes clear that agonizing both British 
lady with the highest regard for duty and yet eligible 
young woman with taste for ordinary romance 
and for adventure. 


Mr. Scott tells his tale with direct, unassuming prose 
that builds strange feeling mystery, and The 
Lady and the Corsair should please readers who are not 
unsophisticated. few realistic situations the plot 
suggest that sex was alive the life well-trained 
English girl and, course, the life Sicilian 
pirate; but these are brief, unelaborated moments that 
never dominate the story. should appeal adults, 
especially one’s taste can discriminate between 
crisp and over-ripe literary fruit. 
Hilda Meyer 


Hoyle, Fred The Black Cloud 


When young American astronomer, taking routine 
pictures the heavens, discovers curious anomaly, 
the international bigwigs astronomy become inter- 
ested and soon deduce that curious cloud moving 
rapidly and undeviatingly through space toward the 
solar system and that the effects its entrance into 
through the solar system will inevitably almost destroy 
life the When one them, the Britisher 
Chris Kingsley, learns that the other will insist 
notifying their home governments the impending 
catastrophe, schemes and hoodwinks the British 
government into providing extraordinarily equipped 
research station isolated spot. course the 
government has agreed with the thought that 
thus Kingsley can segregated and his knowledge 
withheld from the people. When the cloud arrives 
and stops the solar system with condition being much 
worse than expected Kingsley, who has meanwhile 
gathered group experts about him, able sur- 
vive and defy the governments the world. The cloud 
turns out living electromagnetic entity with 
whom Kingsley communicates specialized electronic 
means. Kingsley finally dies when attempts gain 
additional knowledge direct communication with 
the cloud. Written professional astronomer, this 
story not only deals with interpretation modern 
astronomical evidence but attempts show the 
sibility another type life form well intro- 
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ducing some implications human 
nature and government very readable fashion. 
Fantastic—yes but logical and interesting. Suitable for 


adults. 
Leonard Wolfe, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Bernier, Paul Fire the Bush 
Kenedy. 225p. $3.75. (I) 
This novel Africa, full heartbreak and hero- 
pathos and good humor, faith shining like flam- 
beau and despair worn like shoddy garment. 
the story young priest, Father Maurel, and the 
tiny corner African back-country where begins 
his apostolate. Gradually and painfully cuts away 
his notions how things ought and accepts and 
utilizes the best the African way life. While the 
dialogue bit laconic and many the characters 
are two-dimensional only, the sincerity and simplicity 
Father Bernier apparent. His intimate knowledge 
and deep insight into native ways and folklore make 
the tale come alive. His protagonist human but 
heroic figure wrestles with temptation, fights 
with native chiefs who have carried off mission girls, 
struggles against loneliness and despair when his mis- 
sion burns the ground and gets word his 
mother’s death far-off France. Most the scenes 
were tailor made for filming. The Nun’s Story now 
being filmed Africa success, Fire the Bush 
could well sequel. Every class reader will enjoy 
this novel about selfless man trying desperately 
follow Christ’s command “to cast fire the earth.” 

Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 

Keith Academy, 

Lowell, Massachusetts 


Wynd, Oswald Moon the Tiger 
Doubleday. Feb. 239p. $3.95. 


Tom McColl and Marcella had had love affair back 
England, but, because their different stations 
life, nothing could come that country. Tom 
gets appointment England’s cultural program and 
eventually winds Malaya, while Marcella marries 
Geoffrey Gladser, anthropologist with money, and goes 
with him Borneo, thence Malaya. Gladser shot 
red guerillas the jungle and presumed dead. His 
sister, Jane, comes out from England, insisting 
search for her brother and guilt-ridden Marcella enlists 
the help forestry officer John Madden and McColl 
when reveals his presence. the trek, Jane be- 
comes sick and Madden leaves McColl protect the 
two women while goes ahead the search. Tom 
and Marcella resume their liaison. 
back the news that Geoff alive but will have have 
leg amputated. Gladser, through 
prudence, learns the situation between his wife and 
McColl and, although these two are ready break off 
and give the marriage chance, Geoff commits suicide. 
Tom wants make good his job Malaya, per- 
suades Marcella stay with him and renounce Geoff’s 
her. 


While there good deal perceptive writing the 
adult relationship between sexes, the changing times 


Bernier Wynd Churchill 


and forces the East, and the role Britain playing 
the Empire dying, this adult novel lacks interest 
because the characters are too dull enlist reader 
identification. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Churchill, Winston The Great Democracies 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 17, 1958. 403p. $6.00. 


Club 


Churchill’s fourth and final volume his History the 
English Speaking Peoples opens with the year 1815. 
The country first described the England that had just 
survived the Napoleonic struggle. The economic dis- 
organization resulting from the war briefly analyzed. 
However, this volume like its predecessors puts little 
emphasis social history. Political history again 
emphasized. Biography also stressed, even though 
the subjects have times been objects embarrass- 
ment many respectable English people. Thus 
find the antics George and Caroline, his rejected 
wife, rather fully described the opening chapter. 


The almost certain outbreak civil war Ireland 
given the reason for the passage 1829 Parlia- 
ment the Catholic Emancipation Act. George 
agreed the measure the lesser two great evils, 
did many members both houses Parliament. 
The freedom accorded the Catholics was 
means freely and generously given. 


The chapters reform and free trade and the 
Crimean War may not interesting many Ameri- 
cans the seven chapters concerned with the United 
States the middle the nineteenth century. Church- 
ill comes grips with the slavery issue appeared 
the Compromise 1850. are told, for example, 
that five thousand “Methodist ministers” the South 
owned 219,000 slaves just before the Civil War. That 
would mean average about forty-four slaves per 
minister. Since many ministers small parishes would 
have been too poor afford slaves, even they wished 
have them, these figures would indicate that some 
Methodist ministers were sufficiently wealthy own 
large numbers slaves. Although this reviewer realizes 
that Methodists the South and the North split 
into two separate religious groups because they could 
not agree the morality slavery, inclined 
doubt Churchill’s figures slave ownership Meth- 
odist ministers. The pages are innocent footnotes 
and bibliography given, the reader can not dis- 
cover the sources information, misinformation, 
the case may be, that were used Churchill. 

this centennial year the Lincoln-Douglas debates, 
seems unfortunate that they are disposed one 
paragraph. Since the compilation these debates re- 
cently made Paul Angle, under the title Created 
Equal? required book 455 pages, seems evident 
that Churchill failed learn much about them. The 
usual, and incorrect, interpretation accorded Lin- 
coln’s position. hint given the stand taken 
Lincoln Charleston, when stated plainly 
one the debates: will say then that not, 
nor ever have been favor bringing about any 
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way the social and political equality the white and 
black races, that not nor ever have been favor 
making voters jurors negroes.” Strangely 
enough, Churchill permits his admiration Lincoln 
cause him say that “Lincoln would probably any 
case have been elected” 1860 had the Democrats 
not split their votes between two candidates. know 
American historian who has ever made such 
statement. Actually, the Democrats splitting the 
party North and South, elected Lincoln. The cam- 
paigns the Civil War are effectively outlined. 
Churchill has great respect for Robert Lee man 
and military strategist Churchill makes clear 
that Lee was not fighting for the preservation slavery, 
but rather for what considered the sovereign 
rights his native state Virginia. 


Gladstone and Disraeli figure prominently the final 
chapters. The Boer War, which Churchill prefers 
call the South African War, completes the book and 
the history. Many American readers will perhaps like 
this the best the four volumes. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Anthony, Evelyn Victoria and Albert 
Crowell. Mar. 21, 1958. 312p. $3.95. 


(Literary Guild 


the reign Queen Elizabeth England became one 
the most significant powers the face the earth. 
Where Spain and France had dominated the thinking 
and politics the past, England now became the new 
voice Europe. And during the reign Queen Vic- 
toria, England again became one the great imperial 
powers the world. her reign must forever one 
the focal points English History, the period when 
the greatness the Empire spread over the earth, only 
fall into gradual decline her death. Any biog- 
raphy her, therefore, must necessarily worth con- 
sidering seriously. 

Victoria and Albert takes the story Victoria from the 
time she ascended the throne that awful moment 
when she finally realized that her husband was gone 
from her, gone across the threshold that death which 
feared little and which she feared much. 

absorbing story. the story the growth 
the young girl into the woman who, despite her 
rather indifferent appearance, still managed sum 
all that was Queenly Europe. also the story 
the cousin whom she loved much, but who loved 
her little, the story their life together, their grow- 
ing together into almost inseparable entity. And 
the story the times which were absorbing, 
the men who arose England that troubled era, the 
men who came her court Ministers the King- 
dom loved hated, love hate her. 

But above all, this rather sad book. tragic 
fact that man called Strachey saw the story 
Victoria and Albert the very heart what wanted 
material for the “new biography” school, and set 
them down words and scenes too memorable for any 
forget. Somehow the shadow Strachey 
looms over this book, and those very wonderful 


Anthony Handlin Mallalieu 


unexcelled loyalty American Catholics toward the 


Best 


moments where the narrative leads fine line, 
you are filled with that sweet sadness that comes when 
you listen the same joke twice the same day. 


your taste has not become jaded the reading 
Strachey, all means this new book 
the very human story these two fascinating people, 
But you have read the old master, afraid that 
all you will take away from Victoria and Albert will 
that “remembrance things past” that William 
fondly. 


Handlin, Oscar Smith and His America 
Little, Brown. Mar. 27,1958. 207p. $3.50. 


Few students political history twentieth century 
America would deny that Alfred Smith was one 
the most important figures state and national 
Yet, though died 1944, there still remains 
markable dearth material which today’s students 
might gain accurate knowledge the man, his poli- 
tics, and his impact upon the political life New York 
and the nation. Oscar Handlin has tried very hard 
this brief but absorbing biographical study; but this 
viewer the opinion that Smith and his career 
main enigmatic. 


Someday informative biography will written 
author has the patience, understanding, and courage 
grapple with the Smith story without fear 
ing political and reljgious sensibilities large groupings 
ostrich-like Americans. 

Such bographer will understand and explain Catholic 
advocacy social justice and antipathy toward social- 
ism, the ethical role the Catholic politics, the 
freedom the Catholic politics, the unabashed and 


United States and the Constitution, and the human 
frailities which some American Catholics display when 
trying explain their Church’s attitude toward that 
beguiling phrase: “the separation Church and State.” 
The biographer will find similarly difficult explain 
the unwitting unwilling reluctance the part 
non-Catholics accept adequate explanation that 
same phrase. 

Oscar Handlin, design otherwise, skirted deftly 
away from thorny controversy and offends only the true 
Smith and his America. Yet the volume not without 
merit. Readers are bound intrigued the sketch 
Franklin Roosevelt, Smith’s béte noire, and this 
reviewer had the strange feeling that was reading 


about mortal! 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D. 


Mallalieu, Extraordinary Seaman 
Macmillan. Mar. 179p. $3.50. (I) 
some the episodes the life little known but 
very remarkable Englishman whose accomplishments 
sea were little short fabulous. 

Thomas Cochrane, tenth Earl Dundonald, was brave, 
undisciplined, headstrong and gifted with 
ance that ran through the Cochrane family. One 
the early Cochranes had been hanged; second escaped 
that fate only because “His father’s good name and 
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bribe £5,000 alone saved him from the gallows.” 
Thomas, himself, was imprisoned, stripped the 
honors which had been bestowed upon him and dis- 
missed from the Navy had served well. 

Born 1775, Cochrane went sea the Hind when 
little more than seventeen, old for midshipman 
those days, but already with more than five years 
Captain, had carried the youngster’s name the books 
ships had commanded. the Hind, under the 
hard but excellent tutelage Jack Larmour, the first 
the young Cochrane learned his trade and 
learned well. 

outstanding job prize-master captured French 
man-of-war brought Cochrane, then only 25, his first 
command, the brig Speedy 158 tons, carrying four- 
teen four-pounders. 

His exploits for the next thirty years may well strain 
one’s credulity, but they are matter history. Fined, 
imprisoned and cashiered from the Navy following his 
implication the Stock Exchange Scandal 1814, 
Cochrane served with equal distinction Chile, Peru 
and Brazil and with equal zeal but success 
Greece. Returning England 1828, set about 
securing his reinstatement the Navy. his 
honors were finally restored, was eventually pro- 
moted and later given command squadron. 

The author describes many the incidents Coch- 
rane’s eventful life. There are times when the descrip- 
tions may strain the reader’s credulity, but the facts 
are there. Thomas Cochrane was, indeed Extra- 
ordinary Seaman. 

The book tale high, but true, adventure. 
light, easy reading, especially for non-fiction. 


Capt. William Moses, U.S.N. (Ret.) 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Bouyer, Louis Newman, His Life and 
Kenedy. Feb. 21,1958. 387p. $7.50. 


This biography the great English convert the 
nineteenth century originally appeared French: 
was written another convert, Fr. Louis Bouyer, who 
had been the Huguenot persuasion before his entry 
into the Church. Unlike Wilfrid Ward’s great book, 
the present work does not confine itself Newman’s 
life after his submission Rome, but presents com- 
plete study from childhood old age. 

composing this study the invitation the Birming- 
ham Oratory, the author had the good fortune 
the first have available the mountain unpublished 
material that preserved there. had his dis- 
posal the full and authentic text the Letters and 
Memoir, which Newmans’ kinswoman, Anne Mozley, 
had censored and taken the liberty deleting her 
publications. addition had access mass 
documentary information, diaries, notes for meditations 
and retreats, addresses delivered his fellow Orator- 
ians, letters, etc., which hitherto had not seen the light 
day. The result all this biography which 
its completeness and its intimate portrayal the 
development Newman’s intellectual 
life class itself. Out its pages emerges 
Picture not only man whose intellectual penetra- 


Bouyer Gardiner 


tion and prophetic foresight mark him one the 
great minds modern times but also the heroic story 
human soul, that its profound humility, its re- 
lentless dedication truth, its inner sense the pres- 
ence God and its complete dedication the fulfill- 
ment the divine will all the situations and trials 
life, many which would have broken lesser man, 
climbed peaks sanctity not often attained 
human spirit. 
From his childhood and particularly from his “con- 
version” the age fifteen this overwhelming sense 
God’s presence and providence seems never have 
deserted Newman. Due it, doubt, this solid 
world matter seemed him maze images and 
shadows beyond which lay the real world eternal 
truth and beauty, which his internal vision was 
fixed. doubt, too, led the isolation spirit, 
which caused him describe himself “lonely 
man,” despite the extraordinary power had win- 
ning friends and the ardor the affections enter- 
tained for them. Certainly contributed little 
the sensitivity conscience and the pitiless self-analysis 
which Newman subjected his motives sought 
determine God’s will his regard and follow out 
regardless consequences. 

Not only does the author give penetrating look 
into the depths Newmans’ soul, its trials and dis- 
appointments, its anxieties and joys, but sketches 
with clear hand the development Newman’s reli- 
gious opinions and beliefs from the Evangelical convic- 
tions his boyhood, through his gradual discovery 
the Church England, the culminating realization 
that the Church was Rome. doubt for many 
readers this biography will throw new light and signi- 
ficance upon many the masterpieces that came from 
Newman’s pen the course his undeviating journey 
toward the truth. will reveal, too, the sorrows and 
misunderstandings that clouded his later years and 
tried the steel his soul. 

Lewis May complimented upon his skillful 
translation the original. Anyone with iota in- 
terest Newman should thoroughly enjoy it. 


Edward Jacklin, S.J., Ph.D., 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Gardiner, Harold C., (Editor) 
American Classics Reconsidered 
Scribner’s. Mar. 21,1958. 307p. $4.95. 


American Classics Reconsidered collection essays 
group Catholic scholars offering Christian 
appraisal authors who “are most probably our 
greatest collective claim literary pre-eminence.” The 
contributors and the subjects their studies are: Robert 
Pollock Emerson; Charles Brady Cooper; 
Alvan Ryan Brownson; Joseph Schwartz Haw- 
thorne; Joseph O’Neill, S.J., Longfellow; Michael 
Moloney Thoreau; Geoffrey Stone Melville; 
Ernest Sandeen Whitman; Mason Wade The 
Literary Historians. Justification for the omission 
other American literary greats explained the fact 
that the bulk the works discussed this symposium 
roughly from the War 1812 the Civil 
ar. 
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Daniel-Rops Gillis 


Constantly questioned their literary stature, the 
classicists under discussion have also been open 
barrage controversy centering their attitudes to- 
ward God, man, and nature, and the extent which 
their writings have thereby been influenced and shaped. 
way ignoring their creative artistry, this group 
essays evaluates these subjects “within intellectual 
framework accurately defined philosophical and 
theological beliefs.” his preface, Father Gardiner, 
the Literary Editor America, contends that while 
these men were deeply concerned with all the social, 
economic, and political implications their day, to- 
gether with other earth-bound problems, “never since 
has group American writers been explicitly con- 
cerned with the eternal problem destiny, man’s 
place the universe, the agonies and glories the 
soul.” word, they were “God-ridden.” 

Within this broad framework reference the indi- 
vidual contributors have laid open for the writings 
their subjects. The results are penetrating and 
provocative study which throws new light num- 
ber those books which most have read, and 
perhaps have long since all but forgotten. Due the 
comprehensive nature the essays, would pre- 
sumptous for reviewer discuss each one them 
individually. The central theme has already been out- 
lined. Suffice say that each contributor has 
analyzed his subject masterful fashion, without mak- 
ing any effort gloss over weaknesses other unpleas- 
ant and unsavory aspects the lives those con- 
cerned. And what wonderful new insight are 
offered into these cherished masterpieces, well the 
lives the men who gave them us. That not all 
are viewed the same light clearly evident from the 
differences opinions and views the contributors, 
who, occasional aside, make references sub- 
jects other than those their own essay. 

Father Gardiner highly complimented for sum- 
moning together such fortuitous selection contribu- 
tors for this symposium. His own introductory chapter 
along with their essays deserve our serious attention. 
The volume copiously annotated and further en- 
hanced superlative bibliography for each the 
literary figures studied. American Classics Reconsidered 
“must” for every college library and should attract 
the attention every serious student the literature 
our nation. Our compliments again the editor, 
the contributors, and the publishers for this fine work. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 
Daniel-Rops, Henri and Yousuf Karsh 
This the Mass 
Hawthorn. Mar. 159p. $4.95. 


French Academician Henri Daniel-Rops’ step-by-step 
commentary the Mass has been translated Ala- 
stair Guinan. This the text that was originally pub- 
lished France 1951 Missa Est: Commentaires 
Prieres. The American edition has been dressed 
elaborately having the famous portrait photographer 
Karsh series camera studies the even more 
famous Bishop Fulton Sheen going through the parts 
the Mass his own private chapel, which re- 
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vealed rather elaborate and baroque decor, 
Bishop Sheen also writes introduction elucidate, 
possibly, the work Daniel-Rops! perhaps only 
underscore the importance the text follow. The 
text superb, the prayers obviously the fruit deep 
meditative hours. Bishop Sheen handsomely 
genic; the printing leaves nothing 
all, handsome book, which will illumine the reader, 
and inspire deeper devotion the central act 


ship the Church. 


Gillis, James M., C.S.P. Last Book 
Kenedy. Mar. 14,1958. 246p. $3.95. (I) 


Stricken two years ago with cerebral spasm, Father 
Gillis (1876-1957), sensed his end was near. During 
the long months almost complete inactivity that 
lowed, astonished everyone composing what 
forthrightly called Last Book, his ninth. One can 
almost see this worn-out apostle sifting through his 
notes and musing over his long life Paulist Father, 
life teaching, lecturing, preaching, editing The 
Catholic World (1922-1948), writing his syndicated 
column, Sursum Corda, and appearing speaker 
NBC’s Catholic Hour (1930-1941). Last Book 
Father Gillis’s spiritual legacy the modern world. 


Edited Joseph McSorley, C.S.P., the book series 
meditations and reflections the 
The selections, each titled and extending from few 
lines several pages, have strict logical order. They 
are arranged much Father Gillis may have set them 
down his last year ran its course; reflections topics 
that concern every man, that know season the 
presence God, the divinity Christ, the importance 
the sacraments and prayer, the high worth 
moral virtues, the power charity, the need sin 
cerity all things. 


Caught the earnestness and humility the 
author, the reader cannot but profoundly moved 
pages through this collection. Perhaps the key- 
notes the ensemble are its calmness and complete 
lack pretense. This not say that lacks sparkle 
erudition. The mood not impress argue 
win point. Here lovable, wise old priest who 
has favored with glimpse his last thoughts— 
thoughts which are reassuring the face suffering 
and doubt, and unsettling in*the face the life 
this world. 


Father Gillis was never one book man. humble 
enough accept other men’s ideas and give them 
credit for them. Quotations abound throughout the 
book, from Catholic and non-Catholic authors, repre- 
senting all fields learning. Quoting John Cowper 
Powys, Philosophy Solitude: “It matters little 
whether some deep psychic secret which you have 
luckily possessed yourself ought attributed Plato 
the wisdom Zoroaster the doctrine the 
Stoics. All the philosophers, all the prophets draw 
their secrets from the same sort fountain.”, Father 
Gillis goes say: 


That statement may savor theological indifferentism. But 
can accepted without violence Catholic orthodoxy. 
fact was acted upon St. Thomas Aquinas, and long 
before him, Clement Alexandria. St. Thomas 
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rowed heavily not only from Aristotle but from Plato. 
Clement spoke the pagan philosophers pedagogues 
the world Christ.” 


Christ our Lord, course, beyond comparison with 
Socrates any other wise man. The source from which 
drew His wisdom was Himself and His Father with whom 
claimed equality. But there can harm admitting 
that wise men all ages and races have somehow happened 
upon some the essential—and incidental—truths that 
find their purity the Gospel. 
This indicative the kindliness and mellowness 
who had suffered much during many years, now 
consciously writing the shadow death, and there- 
fore easily able look life from the viewpoint 
eternity. For those who knew Father Gillis directly 
indirectly, and indeed for all serious readers, 
Last Book superb collection reflections spiri- 


tual values. 
Brother Gabriel, 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Lapp, Ralph The Voyage the Lucky Dragon 
Harper. Feb. 18,1958. 200p. $3.50. (Ila) 

March 1954, twenty-three Japanese fishermen 
the 100-ton tuna trawler, Daigo Fukuryu Maru 
the Lucky Dragon, operating out the port Yaizu, 
penetrated within several hundred miles the 
atomic proving sites and were con- 
taminated with radioactive fallout from the first United 
States superbomb. From this stemmed chain oc- 
currences, scarcely noticed the United States but 
causing tremendous uproar Japan, which helped 
weaken relations between the peoples Japan and 
America. these events, involving the fate the 
crewmen the Lucky Dragon, that Mr. Lapp writes 
effort clear the misunderstandings which had 
surrounded them. 

The book indicates that national security prevented any 
general warning the specific time the tests, that 
the United States was experimenting with new bomb, 
more potent than expected, that the wind direction 
changed from the predicted and notice this was 
sent out during and just after the test and that the AEC 
failed divulge its possible knowledge the nature 
the radioactive ash, knowledge which would have 
assisted determining the amount radiation 
which the fishermen had been exposed. 

telling the day-by-day stories the crewmen 
Mr. Lapp shows the tremendous national feeling that 
swept over Japan the fear eating contaminated 
fish, staple Japanese diet, swept the fishing indus- 
try into major economic slump; indicates the rising 
resentment against the United States, especially among 
Japanese scientists and medical men who felt 
AEC statements were belittling the seriousness the 
situation and that America was attempting evade 
her own responsibility. Actually American doctors 
never were allowed help with the treatment because 
the laws against foreigners practicing medicine; but 
America did contribute the necessary antibiotics and 
eventually two million dollars way compensation. 


Mr. Lapp does excellent job recounting the story 
the afflicted crewmen; well does succeed, 
fact, that come know some them persons 


Lapp Beining 


and sympathize with their individual problems. Espe- 
cially this true the case Kuboyama, the radio 
operator and the only man the crew who died. 
gives also excellent account the way which 
Japanese scientists solved the problem the nature 
the radioactive fallout ash and thereby learned the 
nature the new fission-fusion bomb being developed 
the United States. 

All all, this well-researched and 
book, especially significant adult readers who are 
concerned with the results which might stem from the 
testing atomic weapons and with the anti-American 
feeling that might developed other parts the 
world result these tests. may not necessarily 
the last word American responsibility for this 
particular incident since national security regulations 
may prevent all sides the story from being released 


the present. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Beining, Tasha Our Miss Williams 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 24,1958. 206p. $3.50. (I) 

the spring 1914, small boy and girl, dressed 
British sailor suits, merrily rolled their hoops along 
the Promenade des Anglais Nice. They were accom- 
panied homely, bow-legged Englishwoman whose 
bunions made difficult for her walk. The children 
were the son and daughter the Russian Countess 
Pahlen, the woman their governess, Miss 
Tasha Beining, who the little girl grown-up, has 
written sentimental little remembrance their well- 
loved governess and their which spread 
over the year preceding the first World War, through 
that war and the Russian revolution, and brought them 
all finally London, where the book closes. 

Mrs. Beining’s mother was cousin Felix Youssou- 
poff, whose home Rasputin was murdered, and the 
most fascinating moment the book that which 
she tells hearing her mother and her cousin discuss- 
ing the murder all its grotesque detail. Unfortu- 
nately, catch only glimpses the really big mo- 
ments the revolution, because what see see 
through child’s eyes, and this child was far more 
interested her pet roosters, her cousins with whom 
she had many good times, and the British Navy 
which Miss Williams was devoted, (hence, the sailor 
suits), than she was the dramatic events occuring 
around her. 

true that the countess, the governess and the chil- 
dren were exposed some real dangers and some very 
unpleasant inconveniences before they finally set foot 
English soil. But the telling fragmentary, and be- 
cause the children themselves felt little fear, because 
for them everything took fairy-tale adventure qual- 
ity, there little sense the feeling the times 
this book. 

Miss Williams herself was quite character, and ob- 
viously devoted her young charges. easy see 
how Mrs. Beining was inspired pay her this tribute. 
She was far more mother the children than the 
real mother, beautiful, ephemeral creature who was 
often ill well, and who apparently created aura 
fragility about herself—though she could alto- 
gether practical when the occasion arose, 
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charge admirably and with grim determination some 
the critical moments. 

The book has been illustrated Vasiliu with some 
sentimental little line drawings, much keeping with 
the text. pleasant fragment, which leaves one oddly 
unsatisfied, thanks the only partial glimpses, through 
child’s eyes events that were shake the world. 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 
Musmanno, Michael Verdict 


Doubleday. Feb. 384p. $4.50. 


“Show the kind man you honor and will show 
you the kind man you are.” Applying old adage 
that proper study mankind man, Mr. Justice 
Musmanno, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, re- 
lates the story his life and career from the time 
his birth Stowe Township, Pennsylvania, six miles 
from Pittsburgh, his election 1931 the age 
thirty-two Judge Allegheny County, the youngest 
“My boy,” said his father, the curling smoke from 
his pipe arose envelop his fine head cloud 
creamy vapor, “thank God for country where even 
immigrant railroad worker-coal son may be- 
come judge.” 

Inspired one his teachers become lawyer, the 
author the age fourteen worked the coal mines, 
taught lessons the violin, worked clerk gov- 
ernmental offices Washington, C., Shakes- 
pearean actor, attended and graduated from four uni- 
versities there, winning five degrees. 

Upon his admission the bar Philadelphia 1923 
entered busy law office and was steadily and suc- 
cessfully engaged the trial courts. Having tasted de- 
feat, discouraged because sought perfection, de- 
cided change scenery was needed for reflection, 
whereupon rode steerage Italy. Shortly after his 
arrival attended murder trial Neapolitan 
court; trial Court Assizes the Palace 
Justice Rome, and decided prolong his study 
the Eternal City long enough earn degree Doctor 
Juristic Science. 

After visiting the courts Florence, Pisa, Bologna, 
Turin, Milan and Venice, attended trial the 
Palais Justice Paris, visited Westminster Hall 
London, returned the United States and resumed 
the practice law his home town. 

Interspersed with his efforts climb the ladder 
success the law, wrote novel concerning the 
activities the Pennsylvania Coal and Iron Police, 
which was made into the movie Black Fury. 

Probably the most interesting part the book the 
report his participation the attempt save the 
lives Sacco and Vanzetti, experience more fully 
related his book After Twelve Years. Among his 
prize possessions are two volumes The Rise Ameri- 
can Civilization given him 
Upon his return home was elected and reelected 
the Pennsylvania Legislature, where battled for 
causes thought right. Bye-the-bye, one hears his 
military career and his part the historic trials 
Nuremberg. 


Musmanno O’Donoghue 
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More telling way insight his career and his 
numerous dissents Justice the Supreme Court 
the statement page 157, worked better alone.” 


Describing himself ebullient youth, one en. 
dowed nature with expansive temperament, the 
Justice, using abundance metaphors, expatiate 
series little essays “home,” “mother,” “the 
Knights Pythias,” “the dog,” “superstitions,” his 
visit with William Jennings Bryan, his meeting 
Todd his debate with Clarence Darrow, his 
meeting with the Pinchots Grey Towers obtain 
pardon for condemned murderer, discourse 
“demonstrative oratory,” “tears,” “pain,” “the game 
mora,” “the perfect lawyer,” “circumstantial evidence,” 
“capital punishment,” and “moral justice.” 


has been said that nothing the whole range 
humanity such universal interest the higher 
grades anecdote, whether the classic tales 
Plutarch the lively frivolities Pepys. Stories about 
notable persons and periods have perennial interest, 


you like that kind book you will find the author 
delightful raconteur, with himself and his experiences 
the subject his discourse. 


John Murphy, Chief Judge, 
United States District Court, 
Middle District Pennsylvania 


O’Donoghue, John Quiet Land 
Coward-McCann. Mar. 208p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Anyone who interested the life the poor country 
people Ireland should certainly read Quiet 
Land. The author man who writes very plainly 
and indulges from time time some embarrassing 
generalities about lovely scenes; but writes out 
fervent love for the concrete, living things his 
perience; result, his artless book has about 
authenticity that perfectly compelling. There may 
less facile craftsmanship this little autobiography 
than there was Twenty Years A’Growing, but there 
more natural vigor. 


John tells his boyhood farmstead 
inKerry. The family cottage had only two rooms for 
parents, four children, and grandmother—and for 
few chickens which shared the kitchen. There was 
such thing closet which clothing furnishings 
could put, and small need for anything the like. 
Yet everything had its place, must quarters 
close those small ship, and everything stayed 
where belonged went right back there after use. 
Each little cottage around stood the midst its 
little farm, and seventeen houses 
made the village Gurthagreenane seem 
metropolis country boy starting school. 
bors became especially precious the sparsely 
lated land, and mutual burden poverty was made 
lighter the willingness all share the toils and 
sorrows any one. this home, Brian, the author 
calls himself, dreamed when should have been 
working, heard tales about the Good People, learned 
about life and death; growing up, became weary 
his own ineptitude farmer, but consoled himself 
learning make and play fiddle and pipes. 
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Mr. O’Donoghue never shuts his eye the more un- 
pleasant realities the life lived; but his heart 
warm with love for all. can talk quite casually 
vermin and the dirt inseparable from small, 
crowded, poor farm; speaks readily the homeli- 
ness and timidity that must have caused him much un- 
happiness his boyhood; sees that what the coun- 
tryside offers his contemporaries life unceasing 
toil with small return; tells straightforward fashion 
the “Station,” gathering neighbors for Mass 
farmhouse memory the penal times, which 
the priest, spiritual descendant hunted heroes, flies 
out all patience with man who few pence 
short his parish dues. Yet the affection that Mr. 
proclaims for his land and his life has 
perfectly genuine ring, because this life permeated 
the great aching beauty the country, the great 
and tolerant charity the people, and strong 
optimism which always insists that sorrow passing 


and joy never far away. 
William Hill, S.J., 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Wibberley, The Coming the Green 
Holt. Mar. 186p. $3.50. 

The dust jacket bears photograph the author, show- 
ing him making what lacks 
above the brow, namely fine wiry beard beneath 
balding pate. And his full name, too, Leonard Pat- 
O’Connor Wibberley, mind you. Anglo- 
and writing about the Irish immigrants who 
came America over the years the century past. 
That would seem temerarious topic for man 
that condition. But makes good job it, hav- 
ing had the help many previous books about the 
coming and taking life America. has, 
moreover, tried thread the eighteen chapters to- 
gether with strand legend linking Oisin and Cuchil- 
lin (his spelling, not mine!) and other heroes with the 
harried and starving folk who were forced much 
hunger the lure adventure leave their crofts 
and cottages and byres and stys chance the long and 
sickening voyage alien shores, where, when they 
landed, they found none the fabulous streets gold 
and frequently little the opportunity that they had 
been led think would theirs without the asking. 
Nevertheless, they were sturdy folk hardened stock; 
they had wit and ingenuity make for their lack 
book-learning, and they made themselves felt the 
new land before very long. tells their 
travails and their triumphs. And there are three chap- 
ters given recounting what little known, (and 
only surface little), the mysterious “Molly, Ma- 
one Tammany. There are others the 
part the Irish played the Civil War, mostly Union 
side; the colossal effrontery the Fenians attempt 
invade Canada and subdue for the States; the bitter- 
ness Protestant reaction the “Rum, Romanism and 
Rebellion” riots. 


There gusto and pride the telling these tales 
that redeems good deal the book’s inevitable super- 
ficiality. Not even Mr. Wibberley can justice the 
broad scope has tried embrace mere 186 


Wibberley Ives Whitcomb Tickell 


Ives, Burl (Editor) Songs 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Mar. 17, 1958. 126p. $5.00. 
collection fifty Irish songs that contains many 
the familiar and favorite and supplies many more not 
worn with use and appealing welcome way 
salute St. Patrick’s Day. shock recognize 
“Johnny, Hardly Knew Ye!” dated from the Napo- 
leonic Wars the immigrant that became “When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home Again” after our Civil 
War. Those who sing Irish fetes would well 
learn few these freshen their stock. “Has Sor- 
row Thy Young Days Shaded?” for one, and “The 
Cruiskeen Lawn” for another. Credit Michael Bowles 
with the new piano accompaniments herein. 


Whitcomb, Edgar Escape from Corregidor 
Regnery. Mar. 3,1958. 274p. $4.50. 

This starts with young Lieutenant Whitcomb, one 
the navigators the first flight B-17s from the 
Clark Field, arriving the Philippines just about 
time see most the planes the 19th Bombard- 
ment Group demolished Jap bombs. From there 
the end, good reading for anyone. 

However, Whitcomb seems real injustice the 
thousands civilians who spent the war behind the 
walls Santo Tomas Internment Camp, Manila; 
almost gives the impression that these thousands 
were living life “luxury” while and our military 
forces were fighting for their liberation. That may have 
been his honest impression, gathered from his brief stay 
Santo Tomas the very beginning the war, espe- 
cially following his horrible experiences Bataan and 
Corregidor and the dreadful prison Fort Santiago. 
Nevertheless, that false impression and deserves 
corrected. Had Whitcomb remained Santo Tomas 
for the next two years, (as did), instead requesting 
the Japanese for transportation Shanghai, would 
have learned what hell-broth fear, torture and 
starvation both Santo Tomas and Los Banos could and 
did become. 

With this minor criticism out the way, are most 
willing recommend the book those who enjoy 
reading true adventure and heroism. The style 
simple, direct, easy read. exciting account 
one escape after another; and account suffering, 
enduring bravery, and final triumph. 


John McNicholas, 
University Scranton 


Tickell, Jerrard Moon Squadron 
Doubleday. Mar. 20,1958. 204p. $3.50. (I) 


fascinating account the organization and “special 
operations” the R.A.F. secret air squadrons which 
flew behind-the-lines agents from England Europe, 
under the cover night, from autumn 1941 through 
the end the war. With the story the daring 
pilots are many story Joes,” the nameless men 
and women English, French, Italian, Polish, Danish 
and other ancestry, who parachuted into enemy-held 
territory help Europe ablaze” and espionage, 
sabotage, and organization and supply the resistance 
group cripple and eventually destroy the power the 
azis. 


the 


Lengyel Sitwell Mayer Wright Coxe 


Lengyel, Emil 1,000 Years Hungary 
Day. Mar. 27, 1958. 304p. $5.00. 

The Hungarian revolt October, 1956, which aroused 
much excitement and emotional demand that 
something about it, already nearly forgotten. The 
present little volume should prove valuable prod 
our short memories Communist treachery and ty- 
ranny now that another “summit conference” the 
offing. 

For most Hungary vague and unknown 
land Tibet, Lengyel’s brief account should prove 
full history Hungary’s last thousand years packed 
into these three hundred pages, especially since nearly 
two hundred them treat events since the great 
revolution 1848. However the author does manage 
give vivid and intelligible picture the arrival 
the Magyar tribes the valley the Danube the 
late ninth century and their heroic efforts maintain 
their racial and cultural individuality through the fol- 
lowing centuries. tragic story. Located the 
eastern crossroads Europe Hungary has been the 
battleground Slav, Turk and German 
struggles for expansion. Chronic victims foreign in- 
vasion and internal dissension the Magyars and their 
“national minorities” have known little peace, liberty 
prosperity for centuries. 

The story told simple direct style that will hold 
the attention any reader and give some knowledge 
and understanding land which has sent some two 
million immigrants our shores. Perhaps the picture 
would not grim and times shocking were the 
author’s attitudes more objective. very anti- 
Hapsburg, anti-Horthy and, being member 
“national minority,” anti-Magyar. the forces class 
pride, racial and religious prejudice and excessive in- 
dividualism were strong described seems im- 
probable that even the unifying spirit long resistance 
hostile neighbors and alien rulers would have en- 
abled the Magyars survive people and state. 


The most interesting and instructive part the book 
are the chapters dealing with events since World War 
II, the Communist regime the past ten years and the 
revolt 1956 which was chiefly the work students 
and industrial workers, the two classes most favored 
the Communists and most heavily indoctrinated 
them. The reasons suggested page 292, why 
the Soviets crushed the Hungarian revolt with such 
brutality instead following the policy adopted 
Poland that same year, might profitably kept mind 
our delegates the next summit conference. 


Francis Gallagher, 


University Scranton 


Sitwell, Sacheverell 
Random House. Mar. 25,1958. 224p. $6.00. 

Mr. Sitwell something more than amateur art 
and devotee travel. His has been life-long pur- 
suit art western Europe and now the East, 
least that part the East which has been influenced 
the Arabic cultures and the Persian influences, 
which Mr. Sitwell obviously considers the 
fect flowering this art. closely written book, 


Arabesque and Honeycomb: 


Best 


continually interesting and, course, elegantly written, 
the course his travels, Mr. Sitwell takes 
tour Beirut, Meshed, Isfahan, Shiraz, Damascus, 
Palmyra, Petra, Jerusalem, Cairo, Istanbul and many 
other places route. with excellent 
graphs, some color, and indexed recommended 
reference book for those interested art and 
architecture, leisurely and well conducted 
and gift book. 


Mayer, Martin Madison Avenue, 
Harper. Mar. 5,1958. 332p. $4.95. (I) 


The author Wall Street: Men and Money has done 
superb reportorial study the advertising business 
which centered almost entirely the stretch 
hattan that lies between 44th and 57th Streets 
Madison Avenue, with some offices more than 
block two the West East. more objective 
report, perhaps, than Packard’s best-selling The Hidden 
Persuaders, less enlightening and, measure, 
frightening. One the advertising agency moguls 
often quoted this account, David Ogilvy, president 
Ogilvy, Benson and Mather, admits that “it reports 
what really happening most the top agencies 
today—with blazing indiscretion and uncanny accur 
acy.” Read antidote the scientific 
tanism the advertising business. 


Wright, Edward Primer for Playgoers 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 370p. $6.50. 


The operative word here Primer. Mr. Wright 
tends his book for those members the “great Ameri- 
can audience” who have little training the 
theater yet wish increase their appreciation and 
joyment the stage play, the motion picture, and the 
television drama. further believes that play 
accomplish its purpose must happen the 
audience, discusses the playwright, the actor, the 
director, the technicians and the critic terms his 
relationship with the audience. The book designed 
fit all dramatic mediums, but the last three chapters 
deal specifically with the problems, techniques and 
appeals cinema and and offer supplementary 
suggestions for criticising them and enjoying 
cluded excellent glossary terms frequently used 
stage, movies, and television. Primer for 
Playgoers should prove boon for 
neophyte. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 


Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 
Clue Works 


Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Coxe, George Harmon The Impetuous Mistress 
Knopf. 215p. $2.95. 


girl murdered and the shadow guilt falls strong 
her husband. Not happy remain thus 
clouded, sets out dig out all the other factors 
which came into her life after she left him, and turns 
lot strange people. There nice distribution 
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Cory Booton Hastings Manvell Tey 


Coles Monig Block 


the probability guilt before all ends and the 
tale has any defect, the only one could find was the 
setting the pigeon knocked off the final 
solution rather obvious manner. 


Cory, Desmond Pilgrim the Gate 
Mar. 233p. $2.95. 


Every writer spy stories for lo! these many years has 
been wandering around the world Russian and 
counter-Russian espionage. This another that 
but very refreshing cry old forest. 
the story curious character who calls himself 
The Pilgrim and makes hobby the removal the 
West scientists whose knowledge might useful 
the cold war. The book has all the stock characters 
the spy novel, but they seem more real than usual. 
Not quite Manning Coles perhaps, but darn high 
nonetheless. 


Booton, Kage The Troubled House 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 17,1958. 248p. $2.95. 


The governess who comes the strange house and 
finds her life becoming inextricably intertwined with 
the strangeness familiar situation. This one has 
the same general structure Rebecca, and actually gets 
mileage out small bit plot; but the 
hands good writer, little plot goes long way. 
think like this one, though think the 
structural plan bit too sophisticated for this particu- 
lar tale. Worth the price admission, just the same. 


Hastings, Macdonald Cork the Doghouse 
Knopf. Mar. 17,1958. 250p. $3.00. (I) 


managing director the Anchor Accident Insur- 
ance Co., Ltd., Mr. Cork comes with some strange 
responsibilities and this adventure finds himself 
committed powerful and nasty-tempered dog 
capitalist, legatee fat estate strange character. 
From the first appearance Honey, trouble follows 
rapidly. leads through astonishing amount 
sheer melodrama, with bodies, human 
scattered all over the place. Cork believable and 
the novel packed together wonderfully profes- 
sional manner. Read you get the chance. 


The Dreamers 
Jan. 29, 1958. 185p. $2.95. (Ila) 


This about dream that comes five people, suc- 
cessively, and gets bit more terrifying moves from 
one the next. Before all over, there the cer- 
tainty that some one practising some form black 
magic quiet English village; only African, half 
doctor, half mystic, can come grips with the prob- 
lem. This one the most convincing terror tales 
come across long time, with one the char- 
acters raising all your sceptical objections and one 
the others promptly demolishing them. For shiver 
the spine, read it; but don’t dream. 


Manvell, Roger 
Siman and Schuster. 


Tey, Josephine Four, Five and Six Tey 
Macmillan. Mar. 25, 1958. 614 $4.50. (I) 
When you find genuine novelist who decides turn 
her talents writing detective stories, you’ve got 
find, and her name Josephine Tey. her detective 
Grant, she has created ine the more real persons 
detective fiction, real enough have nervous break- 
down sorts one these three novels; and she 
moves him through stories which can stand their 
own merits novels without the extra glop detec- 
tion. The three included this volume, previous 
Three Tey explains the four, five and six), are 
The Singing Sands, Shilling for Candles, and The 
Daughter Time, all fine works. The first set prin- 
cipally the wild country Scotland, with all the 
magic the haunted islands that land can evoke. 
The second moves around the death 
actress. The third one the most fascinating “his- 
torical jigsaw puzzles” has been pleasure read. 
Tey loves people. She lets them develop her books 
that curiously irresponsible way people actually live; 
and they stay your mind for long time after- 
wards, when all the detection forgotten. Also she 
knows how research novel. There scholarship 
behind the stories, and the haunting suggestion that 
these books were lived rather than written. For the 
price, you can’t afford miss this one. 


Coles, Manning Come and 
Doubleday. Mar. 6,1958. 236p. $3.75. 

Mr. Coles likes have fun with ghosts who materialize 
more less will their efforts assist one their 
blood kin. This takes place mostly Paris, after 
running start London where clubman Richard Scro- 
conks burglar the noggin with his Aunt’s vase 
and runs away with his estimable valet, Wilkins, 
escape Auntie’s insistence his marrying the homely 
Maud. His departed cousins, Charles and James Lati- 
mer with their pet monkey Ulysses had been despatch- 
the Prussians 1870 and buried town near 
Rheims. They protect him from three crook colleagues 
the conked Toni Chat and arrange for him 
romance with attractive-American 
hearted and implausible, fun read. 


Monig, Christopher Abra-Cadaver 


Dutton. Mar. 3,1958. 187p. $2.95. 

Brian Brett, insurance company investigator, as- 
signed uncover what looks ring insurance 
racketeers who murder for profit. The situation in- 
geniously worked out and almost completely credible. 
any event, holds interest throughout and should 
please any mystery-cum-chase fan. 


Block, Eugene The Wizard Berkeley 
Coward-McCann. Mar. 254p. $3.75. 


Mr. Block newspapeman, and that the main 
trouble with this book about Edward Oscar Heinrich, 
one the pioneers scientific analysis aid 
criminology. Mr. Heinrich’s career was, the main, 
rather pedestrian series thorough-going research 
investigations, involving analysis dusts, fragmentary 
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clues, handwriting, inks, etc. was never flam- 
boyant character, and his precise, modest personality 
was not the stuff which front-page heroes are made. 
solved, almost despite lack evidence, such prob- 
lems the disappearance (and murder) Father 
Patrick Heslin, helped break the ring German 
agents active the during World War trying 
aid revolutionists India break away from Britain, 
solved nasty killing man and girl the Cali- 
fornia mountains, and many other similar cases. Mr. 
Block tries make the feats Mr. Heinrich more 
fabulous than they were; and writes about them 
straight news-page style. The combination, typical 
journalism these days, deadly book. 
wanes long before the solution the problem described 
reached. And, for all the talk about scientific pioneer- 
ing, there practically nothing scientific described 
the enumeration the processes Heinrich employed. 
Had more attention been given the methods and 
processes used analysis, the book might have been 
stands, there little recommend any but the 
avid detective story reader. 


Macdonald, Ross The Doomsters 


Knopf. Feb. 17,1958. 251p. $2.95. 

Lew Archer, private detective, awakened just before 
dawn one morning young man who has escaped 
from confinement manic depressive, suspected 
being responsible for the death both his parents. 
feels obscure sense guilt himself and wants 
Archer trace the case and get the real facts. Archer 
agrees and taking the young man back 
the hospital when said young man clobbers him and 
makes off with his car. Two more deaths, those 
Jerry, Carl’s older brother, and Zinnie, Jerry’s derelict 
and paramour Dr. Grantland, the family physician, 
make look though Carl the loose real 
danger. But Archer continues think him innocent. 
Suspense sustained the close and the solution 
apt find even the wary reader caught napping. 


Bush, Christopher The Case the Russian Cross 
Macmillan. Feb. 18,1958. 192p. $2.95. 


Ludovic Travers, formerly “the Yard” and now 
operating detective agency finds something very much 
wrong with attempt blackmail, unsolved theft, 
and murder they all seem link and the 
more studies them the more convinced that 
the diamonds from elaborate pendant Russian Cross 
are the root the whole business, not the pornographic 
pictures that are also mixed Mr. Bush’s fiftieth 
detective novel polished and easy its method. The 
practiced hand makes this intriguing and entertaining. 


Barbette, Jay The Deadly Doll 
Mead (Red Badge Mystery). Feb. 24, 1958. 245p. 
Dolly Graf has been fifteen years mental hospital 
convicted brutal murder and judged insane. She 
escapes from time time but never gets very far nor 
stays away very long. Reporter Julie Anderson, desper- 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Best SELLERs 


ately trying hold her job and care for her son who 
has been badly injured the auto crash that killed his 
father, starts retrace the fifteen-year-old 
story and finds she stirring much sterner 
than she expected. Dolly gets loose again and another 
murder done. Did Doll any one the 
other principals well-plotted and skillfully 
tale, the hero which police sergeant with the 
unlikely name Johnny Goodnight. 


Innes, Michael The Long Farewell 
Dodd, Mead. Feb. 24,1958. 216p. $2.95. 


This the story our old friend, Sir John Appleby, 
and friend his who collects Shakespeare. Old 
friend commits suicide, and there are suddenly many 
rumors that the suicide may not have been self 
flicted. Appleby gets his horse and pursues the 
leads through the maze scholars, relatives, and 
hangers-on. Rumors top secret Shakespearean 
scripts sound the distance like the faint threat 
the Seventh Cavalry. The blatantly intellectual aur 
mostly contrived, and the suggestions profundity 
seem thrown impress the reader, not write the 
story. 


Gilbert, Anthony Death Against the Clock 
Random House. Mar. 238p. $2.95. 
Death Against the Clock kills off old lady who 
not very bad, but who never good, and the sum total 
whose little badnesses add one big 
The crime solved, the culprit tried, and the sentence 
death pronounced. But has silly little girl 
friend who will not let him hang peace, and gets 
lawyer Crook start chasing down facts save him. 
isn’t very worth saving either. nice, patient, 
valid writing job this problem, and the ending 
just tinged with melodrama, fault that easily 
pardoned. Happy reading. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Upper-bracket Paperbacks 


their excellent series Dramabooks, Hill and Wang 
have added five volumes, recommended students 
college drama courses: Two Plays Oliver Goldsmith, 
edited George Pierce Baker, with Austin 
introduction, includes Good-Natur’d Man” and 
She Stoops Conquer,” with Goldsmith’s essay 
The Theater, addition the reprinting the 
maid series English playwrights, (MD-9, $1.25; 
Five Plays Jean Anouilh include “Antigone,” 
“Eurydice,” “The Ermine,” “The Rehearsal” and 
“Romeo and Jeannette,” translated various hands 
and good for courses modern French literature 
well drama, (MD-10, $1.75; Let’s Geta 
Divorce and Other Plays prefaced Eric 
essay “The Psychology Farce,” and the six plays, 
(four long and two short), are all farce: 
(Let’s Get Divorce) Sardou and 
Trip Abroad,” (Le Voyage Perrichon) MM. 
Labiche and Martin; “Celimare” (Celimare 
aime) MM. Labiche and Delacour; Georges 
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teline’s one-act “These (Le Boulingrin); 
Georges Feydau’s Eye Amelie”; and the 
United Family” (La Famille tuyau poele) 
Jacques Prevent. Appended Marcel Achard’s 
preface the comple works 
Brander Matthews, contains essays such one-time 
geats Coquelin, Talma, Edwin Booth, Henry Irving, 
Fanny Kemble, William Gillette, Dion Boucicault, and 
others, each with prefatory notes introductions 
the late Professor Matthews, George Arliss, Otis Skin- 
Henry James other authorities, (D-11, $1.45; 
And reprint The Theatre late critic Stark 
Young, (D-12, $0.85; I). 


Also interest drama students and devotees 
theaterwill two volumes from the Grove Press 
that company’s Evergreen series: Four Plays Eugene 
translated Donald Allen, first printing 
this country the modern and controversial Ruman- 
playwright, containing “The Bald Soprano,” 
“The Chairs,” “The Lesson” and “Jack, The Sub- 
mission,” (E-101, $1.75; IIb) and Three Plays 
Ugo Betti, translated Henry Reed, also first print- 
the U.S.A. “The Queen and the Rebels,” “The 
Burnt Sunflower-Bed” and “Summertime,” 
$1.75; IIb). Both these volumes are standard, not 
pocket size; both are also available clothbound edi- 
tions $3.50 each. 


From the Grove Press are also four other standard-size 
paperbacks: reprint essay Herbert Read onThe 
Nature Literature, (E-92, $1.95; Ten Cen- 
Spanish Poetry, (from the XIth century the 
1898), anthology English verse 
with original texts, and with introduction Pedro 
Salinas, all edited Eleanor Turnbull, (E-81, $2.45; 
This would excellent for advanced Spanish 
and recommended all who love poetry 
Herman Melville’s Omoo, novel the South 
Seas, (E-94, $1.95; and Bernal Diaz Cas- 
historic account The Discovery and Conquest 


Mexico, (E-86, $3.45; 


Doubleday’s Anchor series enriched with reprint 
short stories Henry James, the Cage Other 
Tales, which editor Morton Zabel adds helpful 
novel, Hero Our Time, new translation 
Vladimir and Dmitri Nabokov, interesting chiefly 
the first 19th century Russian novels, ante- 
dating the greats from Gogol onward, and for the 
method its telling, (A-133, $0.95; ... 
David Riesman’s study Constraint and Variety 
American Education, has special preface written for 
this reprint edition Professor Riesman, (A-135, 
from psychiatrist Jung’s writings Psyche 
and Symbol, (A-136, $1.25; which will befuddle 


the amateur and confound the unwary. 


Roman Readings edited Michael Grant Penguin 
book, anthology selections from prose and verse 
latin literature, from Plautus and Terence, Cicero, 
Lucretius, Caesar Sallust and Catullus, through Virgil, 
Horace, Ovid, Petonius, Martial, Juvenal, down St. 
Augustine. The editor has supplied brief and fact- 
packed introductions each author, (Pelican A-393, 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


“critical study belief witchcraft from Europe yes- 
terday Africa today,” (A-409, $0.85; The 
vised reprint the 1938 Outlines Philosophy 
Art and one the recent titles added the Galaxy 
series the Oxford Press, (GB-11, $1.95; 
From approximately the same period, years ago, are 
the 1935-1937 Gifford Lectures given the University 
Edinburgh Macneile Dixon and published 
under this title, The Human Situation. Erudite, 
also series thought-provoking even challenging 
considerations man’s problems and plight; but de- 
mands much also from the reader, (GB-12, $2.75; III) 
Giovanni Verga’s short stories, trans- 
lated from the Italian and introduced Giovanni 
Cecchetti, valuable contribution from the Univer- 
sity California Press. The She Wolf and Other 
Stories two parts, the first half representing work 
dating from 1880 the turn the century; the second 
part representing Verga’s later style and subjects, after 


World War ($1.50; 


Science-Fiction 


Wilmar Shira’s Children the Atom, (Avon 
$0.35; I), about radiation-induced mutation toward 
superior intelligence which individual 
cessfully conceal until they band together for quicker 
development and attract public resentment; some- 
what preachy and pedantic spots Satellite E-One 
Jeffery Castle dry but logical consideration 
projecting how the English put the first space sta- 
tion the 21st century, (Bantam A-1776, $0.35; 
The Lenient Beast Frederick Brown hard- 
boiled mystery concerning psychopath who kills be- 
cause feels instrument God’s mercy, 
(Bantam 1712, $0.25; Arthur Clark’s Earth- 
light original which secret agent the Moon 
tries unsuccessfully prevent war between Earth and 
her metal hungry colonies Mars and Venus for the 
newly-discovered heavy metals the Moon, (Bantam 
240, $0.35; Robots and Changelings Lester del 
Rey, (Ballantine 246, $0.35; IIa), collection high- 
fantastic stories about elves, demons, supermen, 
robots, and wandering lost god Pan; the tales are for 
adult readers Isaac Asimov’s The Naked Sun com- 
bines detective and robot solve murder mys- 
tery, thus mixing science-fiction with detection, (Ban- 
Budrys original which sends man through 
personality change then out Pluto conditioned 
army there for leadership men out the stars; 
brutal spots, (Ballantine 243, $0.35; IIa) James 
Blish’s Come Home abridgement and 
rearrangement several earlier stories about space- 
flying Oki cities, their peculiar economics, political 
science and ultimate fate returning planetary 
existence, (Avon T-225, $0.35; IIb). 


Mysteries 

Six mysteries from Dell are headed champion Mary 
Roberts Rinehart’s The Door, (D-220, $0.35; 
and Rex Stout’s early Nero Wolfe Fer-de-Lance (D-223, 
$0.35; There are also Herbert Brean’s Dead 
Sure, (originally Matter Fact), which tough and 
rough cops, (D-221, $0.35; IIb) Frank Kane’s 
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The Fatal Foursome, (originally About Face), stars 
private-eye Johnny and 
(D-973, $0. 25; Ila) Death Floodtide Louis 
Brennan original that floats murder flood 
waters complicate clues, (Dell A-149, $0.25; 
another original The Body Looks Familar 
Richard Wormser who has learned the hardboiled 
technique, (A-156, $0.25; IIa) Then there 
Heard’s Taste for Murder, (originally taste 
for Honey), which too good need retitling, (Avon 
808, $0.25; and Wine, Women, and Murder, 
(originally Moran), which, though abridged 
author John Roeburt not saved retitling, (Avon 
807, $0.25; IIb). 


Westerns 
Gene Olson’s Stampede Blue Springs, (Dell 974, 
$0.25; I), centers around marshall tracking down 
gang baddies with help from the town, except 
from skinny lad who admires him Bought With 
Gun re-reprint credited Luke Short, spite 
Dell’s label First Edition, (A-154, $0.25; 
Re-reprinted also Ernest Haycox’s Return 
Fighter, (Dell 975, $0.25; Bandit Black 
Paul Lehman puts good man helping his bad 
brother escape from hanging for murder and banditry, 
(Avon 806, $0.25; Frank Gruber’s Peace Mar- 
shall first rate, (Bantam 1741, $0.25; Lone- 
some River another Gruber’s consistently good 
tales, (Bantam 1742, $0.25; and Fighting 
Man, also Gruber, (Bantam 1743, $0.25; 
Grass war among the rangers the subject Lee 
Leighton’s Tomahawk, (Ballantine 255, $0.35; I). This 


original, not reprint. 


General Fiction 

The success Richard Mason’s The World Suzie 
Wong has sparked reprint the 1952 reprint his 
1947 novel Far from Home under the new title The 
Wind Cannot Read, (Bantam A-1779, $0.35; IIb); set- 
ting and characters are similar those Suzie, but 
not readable Frank van Wyck Mason’s Our 
Valiant Few, (Bantam F-1744, $0.50, IIb), 
viewed vol. 16, 275 Richard Bissell’s Say 
Darling, now made into play, (Bantam F-1740, $0.50; 
was noted here vol. 17, and this reprint 
the novel; not the play-script Sam Astrachan’s 
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End Dying, (Bantam A-1739, $0.35; IIb) received 
The Viking reprint the reprint the 1951 novel 
time for the movie version, (Dell F-67, $0.50; IIb) 
Eugene play, Desire Under the 
timed for movie release, (Signet 1502, $0.35; IIb) 
The Long Hot Summer William Faulkner, 
(Signet 1501, $0. 35; IIb) switch deal, The Lady 
Takes Flyer Edward Ronns’ novelization Movie 
script, (Avon T-228, $0.35; IIb) Maybe I’m Dead 
grim war novel Joe Klaas was ‘reviewed here Sept. 
1955, (Dell F-66, $0.50; III) Virginia 
rowdy House Party good fun for adult readers who 
can recognize satire when they see it, even served with 
spice, (Dell D-219, $0.35; IIb) Nancy 
Marcia Blake, Publicity Girl, (Permabook 
$0.25; and Jeanne Judson’s Nancy Ross, Private 
Secretary, (Bantam 1751, $0.25; I), are the stuff 
which soap opera made; but you have provide for 
all tastes, and these are harmless, valueless. 


Miscellanea 


Bennett Cerf’s The Life the Party, collection 
jokes and anecdotes, puns, limericks, etc., was reviewed 
here 240 vol. 16, (Bantam A-1732, $0.50; 
Thorstein Veblen’s The Theory Business Enterprise 
pretty well dated now fifty-odd years after its first 
appearance, (Mentor MD-218, $0.50; Fred 
Majdalany’s The Battle Cassino, (Ballantine 
$0.50; I), was noted here 187, vol. The 
same author’s Patrol hitherto unpublished account 
desert war North Africa 1943, (Ballantine 253, 
$0.35; Raid Dieppe, (original title Dress 
Rehearsal), dates from 1943, Quentin Reynolds, 


(Avon T-226, $0.35; I); the printing and paper are low 


grade Medicine and Man “the story the art 
and science healing” told Ritchie Calder, (Men- 
tor MD-217, $0.50; Pregnancy and Birth 
Allan Guttmacher, M.D., well-known New York 
obstetrician book for expectant parents” and its 
sale should limited them, (Signet KD-358, $0.50; 


Samm Sinclair Baker writes gardening with 


plant foods, growth stimulants, insecticides, fungicides, 
weed killers, etc., and calls Miracle Gardening, (Ban- 
tam A-1746, $0.35; fascinating spots, but 
also reads much like the seed catalog prose. 
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